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KS3 Assessment criteria in Performing Arts: MUSIC 
Listening & Appraising Performing Composing 

9 

• You can accurately identify more 

complex musical changes 

(shorter/longer note durations, changes 

in melodic shape/rhythm) and have a 

good knowledge of the musical 

elements.  

• You can use adjectives and musical 

vocabulary to describe musical features 

and the basic effects they have on the 

listener. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with secure accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces.  

• You can create a melodic line 

that has a sense of shape 

(balanced, question and 

answer). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show appropriate organisation 

and sequence within a 

recognisable structural 

framework. 

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a good 

musical awareness (bass line 

using passing notes). 

8 

• You can identify common musical 

changes (pitch, dynamics, tempo, 

texture) and accurately use musical 

vocabulary to describe them. 

• You can use appropriate adjectives and 

some musical vocabulary to describe 

the mood and atmosphere of musical 

pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with good accuracy of pitch, 

intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create an extended 

melody with a good sense of 

structure (beginning, middle and 

end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show appropriate organisation 

and sequence within a structural 

framework.  

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a musical 

awareness (bass line using root, 

3rd & 5th, rhythm using crotchets, 

quavers and semi-quavers). 

7 

• You can identify some simple musical 

changes and use musical vocabulary to 

describe them (pitch, dynamics). 

• You can use appropriate adjectives 

within a sentence to describe the mood 

and atmosphere of musical pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with reasonable accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a melody with 

an appropriate sense of structure 

(beginning, middle and end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show organisation and sequence 

within a simple structural 

framework. 

• You can compose a functional 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (appropriate chords, rhythm 

and bass line). 

6 

• You can accurately identify simple 

musical changes (loud/quiet, up/down) 

and can recognise and describe some 

simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives within a 

sentence to describe the mood of 

musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with secure 

accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

with a limited sense of structure 

(beginning and end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show organisation and 

sequence. 

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a 

developing musical awareness 

(bass line using root notes, basic 

triads). 

5 

• You can identify different sound sources 

(timbre), identify simple musical 

changes and can recognise some 

simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives to describe the 

mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with good accuracy 

of pitch and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

using an extended range of 

notes. 

• You can compose pieces that 

show simple organisation. 

• You can compose a simple 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (repeating simple bass line, 

additional simple melody). 

4 

• You can recognise that music has 

different layers and sounds. 

• You can identify appropriate words that 

describe the mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts (single line melody) with 

some accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

interpretation & style suitable 

for very simple pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

using a limited range of notes. 

• You can compose pieces that 

have a sense of organisation. 

• You can compose a very simple 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (rhythm using mainly 

crotchets and quavers, drone). 



 

Unit 3: Songwriting and Parody              
Lesson 1            Date:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Starter Activity: What is a hook? 
A hook is a melodic device used to make a song memorable. In musical terms, it can be called a riff. Listen 
to these hooks, and name the songs (if you can!) 
 
1) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
Writing your own hook 
Use different rhythmic patterns to make a short, catchy melody. You should only use 4-5 notes in your 
hook. Use the strongest sounding notes you can, to make your hook memorable. 

 
Practical Task: Riffs 
Learn each of the riffs below, start with the first one and work your way to the last one as they get more 
challenging. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will know how a hook can be used effectively in songwriting. 

✓ I will understand how to write a hook for a pop song. 

✓ I will be able to play a selection of riffs on the keyboard. 

 



 
 
Seven Nation Army – The White Stripes 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iron Man – Black Sabbath 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Shape of You – Ed Sheeran 
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7 Years – Lukas Graham 
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Starter Activity: Instrumentation 
Instrumentation can have a huge effect on the overall sound of your piece. Listen to the following two 
examples and identify why they sound so different. Record your answers below. 
The cover version sounds different because: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Listening Task: Chord progressions 
Chord progressions are the patterns of chords that are repeated to accompany the song. Write down which 
notes are used for each of the chords below and circle them on the keyboard images below. 
 
 
 
 
Chord I (1) –  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chord V (5) –  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Chord VI (6) –  
 

 
 
 
 
Chord IV (4) –  
 

 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will know about chord progressions. 

✓ I will understand how instrumentation can affect the overall sound of a piece. 

✓ I will able to play a chord progression on the keyboard. 



Practical task: Playing Chord Progressions 
Choose one of the pop song worksheets and learn the chord progression. 
Extension task – try playing the melody for one of the songs and play it alongside the chord pattern. 

 
 
 

Plenary Activity 
You will hear the chorus of a commercially successful piece of music. Write the reason you think this song 
became popular. 
 

1) We Will Rock You  

2) Hit Me With Your Best 
Shot 

 

3) I Wanna Dance with 
Somebody 

 

4) (I’m Gonna Be) 500 
Miles 

 

5) Sweet Caroline  

 
Practical Review 

 
Evaluate your partner’s work using the PM/PF guide below, then tick the boxes that apply to your own practical 
task today.  
Progress made (what did they do well?):     
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Progress further (what could they do to improve)?    
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  
 

 
 

☐   I could play chord changes fluently 
 

☐   I could play a melody fluently with my right 

hand 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       I worked on the extension task 

☐     I need to improve fluency in chord changes 
 

☐      I need to improve my fluency in the right hand  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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How to write lyrics? 
Normally, lyrics for popular songs have a verse-chorus structure. Each section generally has four lines or 
lyrics, fitting into twelve bars. The chorus is the catchy, repeatable part of the song, while the verses tell 
the story. Most popular songs have common themes, such as heartbreak, or falling in love, but the topic 
can be anything you like! Finish writing the lyrics below: 
 
Me and ____________________________________________________ 
 
We’re all _______________________________________________________________ 
 
They say ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
And there’s ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Writing lyrics for the chorus of a song 
Lyrics should be in the following style: first two lines end with a rhyming word, third line doesn’t have to 
rhyme, fourth line should rhyme with first two. Each two lines should have its own idea, which joins to 
make a complete theme. 
 
 
For example: 
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall 
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall 
All the king’s horses and all the king’s men 
Couldn’t put Humpty together again. 
 
Write your lyrics below. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

✓ Do your lyrics fit with the hook you have created? 

✓ Do your lyrics have a complete theme in the four lines? 

✓ Do the lines rhyme in the appropriate places? 

✓ Do your lyrics have emphasis on the important words? 

 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will learn about lyrics and how to write them. 

✓ I will understand the structure of lyrics in a pop song. 

✓ I will be able to write lyrics for my own song. 



 
 
Practical Task – Lyrics and Chords 
Practice your chord pattern for your own pop song on the keyboard and try to fit the lyrics that you have 
written for your chorus into the song. 
Extension – create lyrics for the verses of your song. 

 

 
 

Practical Review 
 

Evaluate your partner’s work using the PM/PF guide below, then tick the boxes that apply to your own practical 
task today.  

 Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Personal Performance Review 
 Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

☐   I could play chord changes fluently 
 

☐   I got my lyrics to fit in with my chords 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       I worked on the extension task 

☐     I need to improve fluency in chord changes 
 

☐      I need to work on fitting my lyrics with chords  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Starter Activity 

 

Listen to some different genres of popular music, then list their characteristics (such as their 

instrumentation, timbre, tempo, and feel).  

 

1. Rock: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Indie Pop: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Country Pop: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Reggae: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. R&B (rhythm & blues): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Soul: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Why are there so many different types of “pop” music?  

 

Popular music is the blanket term for any music that has been commercially successful. The rise of 

television in the 1950s and 1960s began the rise of many different styles of music, notably rock and roll. 

Since then, different styles of music have been commercially successful and several styles have combined. 

There is now no such thing as “pure” popular music, but many different sub-genres of music.  

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will understand the role each instrument plays within an ensemble 

✓ I will understand the differences between some sub-genres of popular music 

✓ I will understand how certain effects are produced live on stage 

 



Practical Task 

 

Continue working on your own arrangement, either of a cover, a mashup, or your original composition. 

The success criteria for all three options is the same.  

 

Success Criteria 

 

✓ A composition or arrangement which successfully outlines the chord progression 

✓ A composition or arrangement which demonstrates highly developed musical ideas 

✓ A composition or arrangement which makes appropriate use of dynamics and articulation 

✓ A composition or arrangement which has a clear bass part to outline the chord progression (such 

as a walking bass line)  

 
 
 
Non-Practical Task - Job roles 
Research the job roles of a songwriter, recording artist and a record producer. Find out what the job role 
involves, typically salary, responsibilities and qualifications needed. 

 
 

Mid-Unit Self-Assessment 
 
Musical Knowledge 
 
Describe how your musical knowledge has improved during this unit: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe how your understanding of musical terminology in relation to film music has improved, and 
mention whether you understand the keywords in this unit: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Define the following terms: 

 Hook: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Chord: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Melody: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What is Parody? 
Parody is an art form that makes fun of different elements of society. Topics can be wide-ranging, such as 
fashion, popular culture, or politics. Interestingly, parody songs have a different category under 
international copyright law, unlike many other art forms. This means a parody artist is free to change only 
the words of a songs and keep all other elements the same, without infringing the original artist’s 
copyright. 
 
How do I write a parody piece? 
Think of a topic that you find amusing. It can be anything you like. List some key words, and then fit it to a 
song that you enjoy performing. This song will become the base for your parody performance. Make sure 
you aren’t singling out any one person or groups of people in an offensive way. 
 
Parody piece 
Watch the following clip, and then write the three most prominent aspects of the parody (in your 
opinion).  
 
1) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  

Practical Task: Parody 
Begin writing a parody piece by writing your lyrics and chord pattern below. If you would prefer to 
continue working on your previous arrangement, you may do so. 
 
Parody lyrics: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
My chord pattern is: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to incorporate different techniques into my arrangement. 

✓ I will understand the use of satire in popular music. 

 

 



 
Parody Checklist: 

✓ My parody doesn’t mention anybody by name 

✓ My parody isn’t offensive 

✓ My parody is light-hearted and amusing 

✓ My lyrics fit the rhythm of the original song 

 
 
 
Non-Practical task - Performance Review 
Using the performance that will be shown to you, write a review for a leading music magazine. You should 
include information about the atmosphere at the performance, the venue, and some of the most famous 
songs that were performed by this artist. Make sure you have a catchy headline! 

 
 
 
 
Practical Review 
 
Evaluate your partner’s work using the PM/PF guide below, then tick the boxes that apply to your own practical task 
today.  
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  
 

 

 
 
 

 

☐   I got my lyrics to fit in with my chords 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       I worked on the extension task 

 

☐      I need to work on fitting my lyrics with chords  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Practical Task 
Rehearse before performing your chosen piece, it can be a piece that you want to try again to improve from 
earlier in the term or you can rehearse your parody piece. Refer to your previous feedback and success 
criteria, as these will inform your teacher about how they should mark your work. When you are finished, 
complete the end of year evaluation below. 
 
Non-Practical Task 
Design a poster for a large-scale performance (such as Glastonbury, Listen Out, or a headline act at the O2). 
It should include information such as ticket price, the acts involved, the support acts or other artists who will 
be performing, and any sponsors involved. You should also make sure that the poster is colourful and will 
grab people’s attention so they want to come to the event. 

 
End of Term Evaluation 
Do you think that your musical knowledge has improved during this year? Give at least two examples of 
something you didn’t know at the beginning of the unit, that you know now: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Did you feel that you are able to remember from lesson to lesson, what you had been learning? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In the practical tasks, do you feel that you can successfully complete the pieces? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Do you have any other comments that you would like your teacher to note? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to perform my parody or arrangement 

✓ I will understand the use of satire in popular music  

✓ I will be able to critique my own and others’ performances  

 

☐     Successful use of chords and rhythm 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of chords and rhythm  
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 


