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Assessment criteria in Performing Arts: MUSIC 
Please find below assessment criteria that will be used to measure attainment in reports in music: 

 
Listening & Appraising Performing Composing 

9 

• You can accurately identify more complex 
musical changes (shorter/longer note 
durations, changes in melodic 
shape/rhythm) and have a good knowledge 
of the musical elements.  

• You can use adjectives and musical 
vocabulary to describe musical features and 
the basic effects they have on the listener. 

• You can perform simple pieces 
(approx. grade 1/two parts/use of 
basic chords) with secure accuracy 
of pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 
imaginative sense of artistic 
interpretation and idiomatic style 
suitable for simple pieces.  

• You can create a melodic line that has a sense 
of shape (balanced, question and answer). 

• You can compose pieces that show appropriate 
organisation and sequence within a 
recognisable structural framework. 

• You can compose an accompaniment for a 
melodic part that demonstrates a good musical 
awareness (bass line using passing notes). 

8 

• You can identify common musical changes 
(pitch, dynamics, tempo, texture) and 
accurately use musical vocabulary to 
describe them. 

• You can use appropriate adjectives and 
some musical vocabulary to describe the 
mood and atmosphere of musical pieces. 

• You can perform simple pieces 
(approx. grade 1/two parts/use of 
basic chords) with good accuracy 
of pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 
appropriate sense of artistic 
interpretation and idiomatic style 
suitable for simple pieces. 

• You can create an extended melody with a 
good sense of structure (beginning, middle and 
end). 

• You can compose pieces that show appropriate 
organisation and sequence within a structural 
framework.  

• You can compose an accompaniment for a 
melodic part that demonstrates a musical 
awareness (bass line using root, 3rd & 5th, 
rhythm using crotchets, quavers and semi-
quavers). 

7 

• You can identify some simple musical 
changes and use musical vocabulary to 
describe them (pitch, dynamics). 

• You can use appropriate adjectives within a 
sentence to describe the mood and 
atmosphere of musical pieces. 

• You can perform simple pieces 
(approx. grade 1/two parts/use of 
basic chords) with reasonable 
accuracy of pitch, intonation and 
rhythm. 

• You can perform with a developing 
sense of artistic interpretation and 
idiomatic style suitable for simple 
pieces. 

• You can create a melody with an appropriate 
sense of structure (beginning, middle and end). 

• You can compose pieces that show 
organisation and sequence within a simple 
structural framework. 

• You can compose a functional accompaniment 
for a melodic part (appropriate chords, rhythm 
and bass line). 

6 

• You can accurately identify simple musical 
changes (loud/quiet, up/down) and can 
recognise and describe some simple 
musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives within a sentence to 
describe the mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 
parts/pieces (single line melody) 
with secure accuracy of pitch and 
rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 
imaginative sense of artistic 
interpretation and style suitable 
for very simple pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody with a limited 
sense of structure (beginning and end). 

• You can compose pieces that show 
organisation and sequence. 

• You can compose an accompaniment for a 
melodic part that demonstrates a developing 
musical awareness (bass line using root notes, 
basic triads). 

5 

• You can identify different sound sources 
(timbre), identify simple musical changes 
and can recognise some simple musical 
terms. 

• You can use adjectives to describe the 
mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 
parts/pieces (single line melody) 
with good accuracy of pitch and 
rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 
appropriate sense of artistic 
interpretation and style suitable 
for very simple pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody using an 
extended range of notes. 

• You can compose pieces that show simple 
organisation. 

• You can compose a simple accompaniment for 
a melodic part (repeating simple bass line, 
additional simple melody). 

4 

• You can recognise that music has different 
layers and sounds. 

• You can identify appropriate words that 
describe the mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple parts 
(single line melody) with some 
accuracy of pitch and rhythm. 

• You can perform with a developing 
sense of artistic interpretation & 
style suitable for very simple 
pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody using a limited 
range of notes. 

• You can compose pieces that have a sense of 
organisation. 

• You can compose a very simple 
accompaniment for a melodic part (rhythm 
using mainly crotchets and quavers, drone). 

 
 
 
 



KS3 Assessment criteria in Performing Arts: Drama & 
Dance 

Please find below assessment criteria that will be used to measure attainment in reports in Drama & Dance: 
 

Appreciation Performing Devising 

9 

• You can accurately identify a range of devising 
skills used to create successful performances.  

• You can use adjectives and suitable vocabulary to 
describe performance elements and strategies 
with detail and analysis. 

• You can perform complex pieces 
with secure use of a range of 
performing skills. 

• You can perform with an 
imaginative sense of artistic 
interpretation and style suitable 
for the genre.  

• You can devise creative and 
challenging performance pieces and 
wok well as an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 
appropriate organisation and 
structure using the correct intention. 

• You can devise performance work 
using a wide range of performance 
skills that are suitable to the theme. 

8 

• You can clearly identify a range of devising skills 
used to create successful performances.  

• You can use adjectives and suitable vocabulary to 
describe performance elements and strategies 
with detail and some analysis. 

• You can perform challenging pieces 
with secure use of a range of 
performing skills. 

• You can perform with a creative 
sense of artistic interpretation and 
style suitable for the genre. 

• You can devise challenging 
performance pieces and wok well as 
an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 
organisation and structure using the 
correct intention. 

• You can devise performance work 
using a range of performance skills 
that are suitable to the theme. 

7 

• You can identify a range of devising skills used to 
create successful performances.  

• You can use adjectives and suitable vocabulary to 
describe performance elements and strategies 
with detail. 

• You can perform creative pieces 
with a range of performing skills. 

• You can perform with a sense of 
artistic interpretation and style 
suitable for the genre.  

• You can devise creative performance 
pieces and wok well as an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 
organisation and structure using a 
basic intention. 

• You can devise performance work 
using a range of performance skills 
that are suitable to the theme. 

6 

• You can identify a small range of devising skills 
used to create successful performances.  

• You can use some adjectives and suitable 
vocabulary to describe performance elements and 
strategies with some detail. 

• You can perform interesting pieces 
with a range of performing skills. 

• You can perform with a sense of 
artistic interpretation and style 
suitable for the genre. 

• You can devise interesting 
performance pieces and wok as an 
ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 
appropriate organisation and 
structure. 

• You can devise performance work 
using some performance skills that 
are suitable to the theme. 

5 

• You can identify a range of devising skills used to 
create successful performances.  

• You can use suitable vocabulary to describe 
performance elements and strategies with little 
detail. 

• You can perform basic pieces with 
some use of basic performing 
skills. 

• You can perform with an 
imaginative sense and style 
suitable for the genre.  

• You can devise basic performance 
pieces and wok well as an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 
some organisation but lack clear 
structure. 

• You can devise performance work 
using some performance skills. 

4 

• You can accurately identify a range of devising 
skills used to create successful performances.  

• You can use some suitable vocabulary to describe 
performance elements and strategies. 

• You can perform very basic pieces 
with an attempt to use some basic 
performing skills. 

• You can perform with sense of 
imagination and style suitable for 
the genre.  

• You can devise very basic 
performance pieces. 

• You can devise pieces that show 
basic organisation but lack structure. 

• You can devise performance work 
using few performance skills. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Unit 3: Choreography for Live Performance 
 Lesson 1            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Starter Activity: Choreography 
 
Watch the two dance performances. The first performance is inspirated by Game of Thrones. The 
second clip is the dance routine to Watch Me: Whip Nae Nae. Then name three skills they use to 
make this performance successful: 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name one dance movement you recognise from the clips: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explain how the music is used successfully with the dance routine: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Extension task: choose one of the dances and fill in the grid below to describe the choreography.  
 

 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
 
✓ I will be able to create a movement based routine using a stimulus 

✓ I will understand how to create a successful performance piece in a group 

✓ I will understand how to use a range of skills and choreographic devices to improve 

choreography 



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of choreographic devices 

☐      Communicated our story well 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Good use of facial expression 

PROGRESS MADE 

☐     Make better use of the choreographic devices 
 

☐      Our story wasn’t clearly communicated  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      Better use of facial expression 

Practical Task: First Choreography  

 

 In groups of 4 people, start with a still position (on or off stage) 

 Think about your spatial pathways (where you are going on stage or do you have a formation) 

 Create a motif (short phrases of movements between 8 & 16 counts) to represent your 

theme/character 

 Develop your motif using the list below: 

o Add a new movement 

o Take a movement out 

o Re-arrange the order of movements 

o Change the level or direction of movement 

o Use a different body part 

Who are the members of your group?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Success Criteria 
 

✓ A performance that successfully demonstrates the use of choreography  

✓ A performance which demonstrates highly developed ensemble skills 

✓ A performance which makes interesting use of structure, organisation, and space & levels 

Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole group (peer feedback) referring to the specific success criteria. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Unit 3: Choreography for Live Performance 
 Lesson 2            Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starter Activity: Storyboarding your Choreography 

 

Thinking back to your choreography last week, divide your choreography into 8 sections. Draw your 

spatial pathways and illustrate the movements you designed, and describe them if needed (even if 

you are not very good at drawing, stick figures will be fine!) 

 

  

  

  

  

 

Learning Objectives 
 
✓ I will be able to improve my movement based routine using a stimulus 

✓ I will know how to use a range of skills and choreographic devices and to apply them to 

a choreography 



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of choreographic devices 

☐      Communicated our story well 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Good use of facial expression 

PROGRESS MADE 

☐     Make better use of the choreographic devices 
 

☐      Our story wasn’t clearly communicated  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      Better use of facial expression 

 
Practical Task: First Choreography  

 

 In the same groups as last week, refine your performance so it is sharp and polished. 

 Think about your spatial pathways and make sure it is clear where you are going. 

Who are the members of your group?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Success Criteria 
 

✓ A performance that successfully demonstrates the use of choreography  

✓ A performance which demonstrates highly developed ensemble skills 

✓ A performance which makes interesting use of structure, organisation, and space & levels 

 

 

Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole group (peer feedback) referring to the specific success criteria. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Teacher feedback (write down what your teacher said, then ask them to sign off): 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 3: Choreography for Live Performance 
 Lesson 3            Date:  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: Choreography 
 
Watch the four dance performances. Choose one to describe, and write it below. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name three skills that make this performance successful: 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Name one dance movement you recognise from the clips: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explain how the music is used successfully with the dance routine: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fill in the grid below, to describe the choreography. 
 

 

 
 

Learning Objectives 
 
✓ I will be able to use a stimulus to create choreography that illustrates characters 

✓ I will know how to use a range of skills and choreographic devices and to apply them to 

a choreography 



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of choreographic devices 

☐      Communicated our story well 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Good use of facial expression 

PROGRESS MADE 

☐     Make better use of the choreographic devices 
 

☐      Our story wasn’t clearly communicated  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      Better use of facial expression 

Practical Task: Character Choreography 

 

 In groups of 4-5 people, create choreography using “Revolting Children”, “Greased Lightning” 

or “Bohemian Rhapsody” 

 Design choreography that illustrates the characters you are trying to portray 

 Think about your spatial pathways and movements, to make sure your choreography makes 

sense 

Who are the members of your group?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Success Criteria 
 

✓ A performance that successfully demonstrates the use of choreography  

✓ A performance which demonstrates highly developed ensemble skills 

✓ A performance which makes interesting use of structure, organisation, and space & levels 

 

 

Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole group (peer feedback) referring to the specific success criteria. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Teacher feedback (write down what your teacher said, then ask them to sign off): 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 3: Choreography for Live Performance 
 Lesson 4            Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starter Activity: Storyboarding your Choreography 

 

Thinking back to your choreography last week, divide your choreography into 8 sections. Draw your 

spatial pathways and illustrate the movements you designed, and describe them if needed (even if 

you are not very good at drawing, stick figures will be fine!) 

 

  

  

  

  

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to use a stimulus to create choreography that illustrates characters 

✓ I will know how to use a range of skills and choreographic devices and to apply them to 

a choreography 

✓ I will be able to perform character choreography for a mid-term assessment  



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of choreographic devices 

☐      Communicated our story well 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Good use of facial expression 

PROGRESS MADE 

☐     Make better use of the choreographic devices 
 

☐      Our story wasn’t clearly communicated  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      Better use of facial expression 

Practical Task: First Choreography  

 

 In the same groups as last week, refine your performance so it is sharp and polished. 

 Think about your spatial pathways and make sure it is clear where you are going. 

Who are the members of your group?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Success Criteria 
 

✓ A performance that successfully demonstrates the use of choreography  

✓ A performance which demonstrates highly developed ensemble skills 

✓ A performance which makes interesting use of structure, organisation, and space & levels 

 

 

Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole group (peer feedback) referring to the specific success criteria. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Teacher feedback (write down what your teacher said, then ask them to sign off): 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of motifs 

☐      Interesting development of motifs 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

      

PROGRESS MADE 

☐     Make better use of motifs 
 

☐      Motif development wasn’t engaging 
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

 

Unit 3: Choreography for Live Performance 
 Lesson 5            Date:  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Starter Activity: Motif-Based Choreography 

 

There are many examples of choreographers using simple ideas to develop choreography that 

anybody can do. These often become popular because they are associated with a certain piece of 

music.  

 

Watch the following clip and identify as many of the dances as you are able to: 

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Practical Task: Motif Choreography  

 

 In groups of 4 people, develop a motif that can be repeated to the music you will hear. 

 Think about the dances you saw in the starter activity, and make the movements easy for 

anyone to copy. 

Who are the members of your group?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Success Criteria 
 

✓ A performance that successfully demonstrates the use of simple motifs 

✓ A performance which demonstrates development of motifs 

✓ A performance which makes interesting use of structure, organisation, and space & levels 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to use a stimulus to create choreography that develops basic motifs 

✓ I will know how to use a range of development ideas to create interesting 

choreography 

✓ I will be able to perform my choreography to a set piece of music  



Unit 3: Choreography for Live Performance 
 Lesson 6            Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starter Activity: Motif-Based Choreography 

 

In order to make your simple motif-based choreography successful, you should be able to teach it to 

another group easily. Write down several instructions so another person could learn your 

choreography. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Practical Task: Motif Choreography  

 In the same group as last week, review your choreography. 

 Teach your choreography to a group working near you, and learn their choreography too. 

Who are the members of the group to whom you taught your choreography?  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Success Criteria 

✓ Demonstrations of encouragement and teamwork 

✓ A collaboration which shows the success of the motifs 

✓ A joint performance at the end of the lesson  

Group Performance Review 
Provide feedback for your whole group (peer feedback) referring to the specific success criteria. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Teacher feedback (write down what your teacher said, then ask them to sign off): 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to perform my motif-based choreography from last week 

✓ I will be able to teach my motif-based choreography to other students 

✓ I will be able to give the other students feedback when performing my group’s work  



Unit 4: Vocal Techniques for Live Performance             
Lesson 1            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Starter Activity: Vocal Techniques 
Fill in the gaps below, using the words in the box. 
An                       must learn to use their voice, just the same as a                     . Voices can be used for 
many different things, like                                ,                                     or even 
                                                  ! 
 

Beatboxing  Sound effects Actor Rapping Singer 
 
 

The Larynx: A singer’s and actor’s tool 
This is a labelled model of the larynx and pharynx, commonly called the “voice box”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practical Task 
In pairs, use your voices to create sound effects to the clip you’ll be shown.  
You may need to make animal sounds, use normal speech or singing, or do some beatboxing! 

Make sure you use the following skills: 

• Dynamics – Loud and Soft  

• Rhythms – Will you have any repeated patterns in your clip? 

• Voice clarity – Make sure your words and sounds can be heard clearly 

Who are the members of your group? 
 
Lesson Review 
Which vocal techniques have you decided to use to create your piece? Explain how you used them; 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will explore the work of professional practitioners 

✓ I will understand a practitioner through practical exploration 

✓ I will be able to evaluate my own and others’ practical performance 

 

Did you know?  
 The voice is classed as a wind instrument as 

we need air to produce sound. 

 Most people don’t realise that being a good 

singer requires building up certain muscles, 

the same as learning any other physical skill 

 There is no such thing as a “singing voice”, 

all our sound is produced using the same 

muscles 

 Except in very rare cases due to medical 

difficulty, anybody can learn to sing or 

improve their sound! 



Unit 4: Vocal Techniques for Live Performance             
Lesson 2            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Starter Activity: Imitation is the sincerest form of Flattery? 
Craig Ball was on Britain’s Got Talent 2016 and was an impressionist. He demonstrates many different 
voices while performing a single song.  
 

1. Describe what changes with each character as Craig Ball sings: -

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do you think he changes his voice so much? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you think this means that everybody can change the sound of his or her voice? Why or why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Warming Up the Voice 
 Singing is a muscular activity. It involves the muscles used to breathe, the vocal folds themselves 
(which are tiny muscles that sit across the trachea, and produce sound when they vibrate), the 
tongue, lips, and muscles in the back of the throat (the pharynx and larynx). It is important to warm 
up properly before performing, the same as athletes warm up before a race! 

 
As a class, you will warm up together, doing a breathing exercise and then a singing exercise. There is 
a diagram below that helps you understand what happens when you breathe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will further explore the work of professional singers 

✓ I will develop creative responses to live performance 

✓ I will be able to understand and articulate the link between music and imagination 

 



Practical Task: Let’s Get Loud! 
As a class, you will learn a song. You should practice singing well, instead of just singing loudly. The 
rules for singing as a choir are: 

✓ Try your best, even if you are not very confident (it is very hard to pick out individual voices if there are 

more than five people singing!) 

✓ Encourage each other, the more people participate, the better you will sound! 

 Don’t sing too loudly. You can hurt your vocal folds, and it often doesn’t sound very nice.  

You will have lyrics on the board to follow, the first time you will hear it with the original artist, but 
you will have to be prepared to sing without their voice guiding you by the end of the lesson! 
 

 Performance Opportunity: Winter Concert 

Each year, we invite all of Year 7 to perform at our Winter Concert. This is a chance to get to try out 
something a little different, and our performances in recent years have been outstanding. You will 
perform with other musicians, and other singers, and it is one of the highlights of the Performing Arts 
department. We are keen to show off just how well you can do, so please consider trying it out! You 
might also want to join the choir to try singing in a group.  
 
 
Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole class (peer feedback) referring to the rules for choir singing. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Performance Review 
 
Write your own PM/PF comments, and give yourself a task to improve your work for next lesson. 
 
Progress made: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Progress further and task to improve: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Unit 4: Vocal Techniques for Live Performance             
Lesson 3            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: Voices in Film 
Actors sometimes have to sing as a particular character. This takes great voice control. You will see a 
clip of an actor singing as his character; you need to list as many vocal techniques as you can below. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Practical Task: Performance Preparation 
 
When performing it is vital that you are able to communicate your story to the audience. If you are 
singing in a choir, it’s important that everybody understands the mood you are creating. There are 
several ways to do this, including things like changing dynamics, matching up the end consonants, 
and facial expressions. It’s important to watch the conductor to make sure you are all following the 
same set of instructions, too! 
 
Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole class (peer feedback) referring to the rules for choir singing. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Performance Review 
 
Write your own PM/PF comments, and give yourself a task to improve your work for next lesson. 
 
Progress made: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Progress further and task to improve: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will further explore the work of professional singers 

✓ I will understand the conductor’s role and be able to follow basic cues 

✓ I will be able to understand the importance of communicating the story with the 

audience 

 



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of vocal skills 
 

☐      Communicated our story well 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Good use of facial expression 

☐     Make better use of the vocal skills we have learnt 
 

☐      Our story wasn’t clearly communicated  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      Better use of facial expression 

PROGRESS MADE 

Unit 4: Vocal Techniques for Live Performance             
Lesson 4            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: Famous Choirs 
You will see a clip of a very famous choir performance, and then explain how they made use of the 
following techniques. 
 

1. Dynamics (the changes in volume): -

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Articulation (the way they pronounce or emphasise particular words): 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Breath management (the way they breathe at the same time so it sounds completely natural): 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Practical Task: Rehearsal 
It is vital that you follow the conductor’s instructions and cues as you rehearse. They are the person 
responsible for the entire performance, and will guide you if something goes wrong. They are also the 
person upon whom you can rely to make sure you stay in time, cut off your words at the right time, 
and shape your phrases correctly.  
 
Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole class (peer feedback) referring to the techniques listed in the starter activity. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tick the boxes that apply to your personal PM and PF. 
 
 
 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will further explore the work of professional singers 

✓ I will be able to participate in a whole-class performance in preparation for the Winter 

Concert 

✓ I will be able to understand how to improve choir singing 

 



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of vocal skills 
 

☐      Communicated our story well 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Good use of facial expression 

☐     Make better use of the vocal skills we have learnt 
 

☐      Our story wasn’t clearly communicated  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      Better use of facial expression 

PROGRESS MADE 

Unit 4: Vocal Techniques for Live Performance             
Lesson 5            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: Warming Up 
 

1. Why is it important to warm up before a performance? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Name two warm-ups you have done, that you could confidently teach to another person. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why is it important to know how to manage your breath well, when singing or acting? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Practical Task: Rehearsal 
The Winter Concert is coming up! It’s important that you get used to singing without your teacher 
singing the words, and without the original artist. You will warm up, sing with the original artist, and 
then engage in a whole-class rehearsal where you will be given specific feedback on how you can 
improve your performance. You need to write down these feedback items below.  
 
Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole class (peer feedback) referring to the specific ideas your teacher gave you. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will further explore the work of professional singers 

✓ I will be able to participate in a whole-class performance in preparation for the Winter 

Concert 

✓ I will be able to understand how to improve choir singing 

 



PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of vocal skills 
 

☐      Communicated our story well 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Good use of facial expression 

☐     Make better use of the vocal skills we have learnt 
 

☐      Our story wasn’t clearly communicated  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      Better use of facial expression 

PROGRESS MADE 

Unit 4: Vocal Techniques for Live Performance             
Lesson 6            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: Warming Up 
 
Design your own three-step vocal warm-up, using three different vowel sounds. List the three steps 
to your warm-up below. 
 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Practical Task: Rehearsal 
The Winter Concert is coming up! It’s important that you get used to singing without your teacher 
singing the words, and without the original artist. You will warm up, sing with the original artist, and 
then engage in a whole-class rehearsal where you will be given specific feedback on how you can 
improve your performance. You need to write down these feedback items below.  
 
Group Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your whole class (peer feedback) referring to the specific ideas your teacher gave you. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will take part in a professionally run rehearsal 

✓ I will be able to participate in a whole-class performance in preparation for the Winter 

Concert 

✓ I will be able to understand how to improve choir singing 

 


