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KS3 Assessment criteria in Performing Arts: MUSIC 
Listening & Appraising Performing Composing 

9 

• You can accurately identify more 

complex musical changes 

(shorter/longer note durations, changes 

in melodic shape/rhythm) and have a 

good knowledge of the musical 

elements.  

• You can use adjectives and musical 

vocabulary to describe musical features 

and the basic effects they have on the 

listener. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with secure accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces.  

• You can create a melodic line 

that has a sense of shape 

(balanced, question and 

answer). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show appropriate organisation 

and sequence within a 

recognisable structural 

framework. 

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a good 

musical awareness (bass line 

using passing notes). 

8 

• You can identify common musical 

changes (pitch, dynamics, tempo, 

texture) and accurately use musical 

vocabulary to describe them. 

• You can use appropriate adjectives and 

some musical vocabulary to describe 

the mood and atmosphere of musical 

pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with good accuracy of pitch, 

intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create an extended 

melody with a good sense of 

structure (beginning, middle and 

end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show appropriate organisation 

and sequence within a structural 

framework.  

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a musical 

awareness (bass line using root, 

3rd & 5th, rhythm using crotchets, 

quavers and semi-quavers). 

7 

• You can identify some simple musical 

changes and use musical vocabulary to 

describe them (pitch, dynamics). 

• You can use appropriate adjectives 

within a sentence to describe the mood 

and atmosphere of musical pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with reasonable accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a melody with 

an appropriate sense of structure 

(beginning, middle and end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show organisation and sequence 

within a simple structural 

framework. 

• You can compose a functional 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (appropriate chords, rhythm 

and bass line). 

6 

• You can accurately identify simple 

musical changes (loud/quiet, up/down) 

and can recognise and describe some 

simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives within a 

sentence to describe the mood of 

musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with secure 

accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

with a limited sense of structure 

(beginning and end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show organisation and 

sequence. 

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a 

developing musical awareness 

(bass line using root notes, basic 

triads). 

5 

• You can identify different sound sources 

(timbre), identify simple musical 

changes and can recognise some 

simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives to describe the 

mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with good accuracy 

of pitch and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

using an extended range of 

notes. 

• You can compose pieces that 

show simple organisation. 

• You can compose a simple 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (repeating simple bass line, 

additional simple melody). 

4 

• You can recognise that music has 

different layers and sounds. 

• You can identify appropriate words that 

describe the mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts (single line melody) with 

some accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

interpretation & style suitable 

for very simple pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

using a limited range of notes. 

• You can compose pieces that 

have a sense of organisation. 

• You can compose a very simple 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (rhythm using mainly 

crotchets and quavers, drone). 



 

Unit 6: Live Lounge            
Lesson 1            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Starter Activity: Elements of Music 
Write your definitions of the following elements of music: 
 
1. Pitch: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Timbre: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Tempo: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Duration: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Harmony: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Dynamics: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Structure: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Covering a Song 
 
Generally, cover versions keep the same chord structure as the original. However, the covering artist can 
change the instrumentation, tempo, or pitch. It is also common to combine two or more songs, known 
colloquially as performing a “mashup”. This involves finding songs with the same chord progression, and 
entwining their melodies together.  

 
Comparison Activity: Originals & Cover Versions 
 
Compare the original and cover versions of these pieces, describing the changes in timbre, instrumentation, 
and dynamics.  
 
1. Piece 1: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Piece 2:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to understand the theory behind “mashups” or medleys 

✓ I will develop my skills and be able to play a piece of popular music 

✓ I will be able to understand key musical features and the construction of popular music 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



 

Practical Task 

 

Learn to play the chords for this week’s cover version. The chords provide the background to the song, so 

make sure you play them with rhythmic accuracy. For an extension task, try to play the melody.  

 

 

Success Criteria 

 

✓ Articulation: ensure you make each chord sound energetic and deliberate. 

✓ Fluency: ensure you focus on moving smoothly from one chord to the next. 

✓ Rhythms: work on ensuring complete accuracy of rhythm, in the accompaniment and melody.  

 
Challenge 
 

 Try changing the inversions of the chords. Instead of playing C, E, G, you can play G, C, E. This is 

still a C chord, you are just changing the “chord spellings”. 

 Improvise a melody while your partner is playing the chords. 

 Try to improvise a mashup using these chords, or use the hint sheet provided for you.  

 
 
 
Peer Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

☐     Successful use of chords and rhythm 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of chords and rhythm  
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 6: Live Lounge            
Lesson 2            Date:  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Hook: Music’s Best Friend 
The hook is the introduction, or recognisable part of the song, that the audience will instantly associate with 
the song. Popular music uses improvisation, similar to Blues music and this is often based on the major 
pentatonic scale. 
 
Major Pentatonic Scale 
 

 
 
 
Starter Activity 
Listen to the song ‘Uptown Funk’ and write down the features of the three main hooks in the song including 
instrumentation, articulation and which section of the song it can be heard in. 
 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Practical Task: Hooks 
Learn each of the riffs below, start with the first one and work your way to the last one as they get more 
challenging. Make sure you can play each riff fluently and rhythmically accurately before you move on to 
the next riff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to play a selection of different riffs 

✓ I will understand the role that hooks have in music 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



Seven Nation Army – The White Stripes 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iron Man – Black Sabbath 

 
 
 

 
 
Shape of You – Ed Sheeran 
 

A C A A C A A C A B A G 

A A A D D D F F F G G G 

 
 
7 Years – Lukas Graham 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Success Criteria 

✓ Fluency: ensure you focus on moving smoothly from one note to the next. 

✓ Rhythms: work on ensuring complete accuracy of rhythm in each riff that you play. 

 

 
 

E G G A A C B C B C B G G A A 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 

            E            E    G     E     D       C              B               E           E    G     E     D       C     D     C     
B 
 

           Bb A G F     D  F   D  F     D   F  Bb A G F     D  F   D  F     D  F Bb A G F    D  F   D  F    D   F  
Bb A G F 

G       F                          Eb               G                   
F 

R/
H 

L/
H 



Unit 6: Live Lounge            
Lesson 3            Date:  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Popular Music Lyrics 

 

Lyrics in popular music tend to be easily relatable, and cover subjects that many people can understand. 

Topics include being in love (or describing friendship/family), being heartbroken, work/school issues, and 

general observations about life.  

 

 

Starter Activity: Composition 

 

In the space below, list some themes that you would like to write about. The lyrics should be classroom 

appropriate. When you write your ideas below, use them to start writing a verse that will eventually go 

over the top of a popular song. (Think of yourself as if you are going to be a featured artist on a track you 

already know!) You might wish to make it fit with the topics that your chosen song already covers. Try 

singing your verse while you play the original. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Comparison Activity: Originals & Cover Versions 
 
Compare the original and cover versions of these pieces, describing the changes in timbre, instrumentation, 
and dynamics.  
 
1. Piece 1: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to understand popular music melody writing 

✓ I will begin writing my own lyrics to use in a mashup over an existing piece 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



 

2. Piece 2: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Practical Task: Composition or Cover Song 
 
You have two options for today’s practical section of the lesson: 
 
1) Continue writing the lyrics for your song and then create a chord pattern, or use one that you have 

already learnt to play whilst singing or rapping your lyrics. 

 

2) Learn to play the chords for this week’s cover version. The chords provide the background to the song, 

so make sure you play them with rhythmic accuracy. For an extension task, try to play the melody. 

 

 

 
 

Mid-Unit Self-Assessment 

 

1. Do you think your musical knowledge has improved during this unit? Give an example of something 

you didn’t know at the beginning: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you understand the common chord progressions in popular music? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you feel that you are able to remember from lesson to lesson, what you have been learning? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In the practical tasks, do you feel that you can successfully complete the pieces? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. In the practical tasks, do you feel that you can play the chords confidently? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Teacher Signature_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 6: Live Lounge            
Lesson 4            Date:  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Chord Progressions: Review 

The chord progression provides the backbone of the song. They repeat throughout, and provide 

continuity for the listener. Occasionally there is a variation which makes that section stand out. The 

pattern of chords outlines the section of music, for example the verse and the chorus may use slightly 

different chords. All instrumentalists (including the vocalist) should be aware of the chord progression so 

they are able to pick up on the lyrics or sections of the song if they get lost while performing! 

 

Chord Progressions 

Match the chord progression to the clip you will hear.  

 

Twist and Shout (The Beatles)    F major- C major- D minor- B flat major (I, V, vi, IV) 

 

 

I’m Yours (Jason Mraz)       C major- F major- G major (I-IV-V) 

 

 

One Four Five (The Cat Empire)   C major- F major- C major- G major- F major- C major  

(12 bar blues progression) 

 

Practical Task: Adding Layers 

You are to begin arranging your piece for your final performance. You may wish to start by beatboxing, 

layering instruments, or with a percussive effect. You should then add each layer, building your sound to 

create interest. You might want to drop some instruments out in certain parts of the piece, too! 

 

Success Criteria 

 A performance that successfully demonstrates accurate chord progression 

 A performance which demonstrates a fluent bass part 

 A performance which demonstrates synchronicity of lyrics, chords and bass line 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to incorporate my own lyrics into an existing popular melody 

✓ I will review chord progressions and play my chosen progression confidently 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

☐     Successful use of chords and rhythm 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of chords and rhythm  
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 6: Live Lounge            
Lesson 5             Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Starter Activity 
Listen to the popular music mashup and write down the name of as many song names as you can. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 Mashups 
 
Write down two things that you need to consider when creating a mashup. 

 
1) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Practical Task: Adding Layers 

Learn to play a pop music mash-up which combines at least two songs. Try to learn the chord pattern 

first, once you have done this you can start working on playing the melody for each of the songs that you 

want to include in your mash-up. 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will begin working on rehearsing a mash-up on the keyboard. 

✓ I will understand how different songs can be combined to create a mashup 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

☐     Successful use of chords and rhythm 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of chords and rhythm  
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



 

Unit 6: Live Lounge            
Lesson 6             Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Why are there so many different types of “pop”? 
Popular music is the blanket term for any music that has been commercially successful (meaning, it has 
sold well). The rise of television in the 1950s and 1960s gave rise to many different styles of music, 
notably rock and roll. Since then, different styles of music have combined and been commercially 
successful. There is now no such thing as “pure” popular music, but many different sub-genres. 
Geography also plays a part, with the UK giving the world genres such as garage, grime, and skiffle rock. 
These styles use slang words and aren’t easily understood unless you know the community the music 
comes from.  
 
 
Comparison Activity: Originals & Cover Versions 

 
Compare the original and cover versions of these pieces, describing the features that you notice using key 
music terminology, e.g. tempo, instrumentation, dynamics etc. 

 
 

Piece 1: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Piece 2:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Practical Task: Ready, Player One! 
 
You have worked on arranging your own piece, and you should now practise it in order to be able to play 
it for your assessment. If you aren’t able to manage that, you must perform one of the example or 
challenge pieces from this term, but the success criteria will remain the same.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to perform as part of my end of year assessment 

✓ I will understand the role each instrument plays within an ensemble 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 



 
Success Criteria 
 

 A composition that successfully outlines the chord progression 

 A composition which demonstrates highly developed musical ideas 

 A composition which makes good and appropriate use of dynamics, and articulation 

 A composition which has a strong bassline or harmonic foundation 

 
 
 
End of Year Evaluation 
 
Do you think that your musical knowledge has improved during this year? Give at least two examples of 
something you didn’t know at the beginning of the unit, that you know now: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Did you feel that you are able to remember from lesson to lesson, what you had been learning? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In the practical tasks, do you feel that you can successfully complete the pieces? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In the practical tasks, do you feel that you can play the chords confidently? Do you make use of the chord 
posters? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Do you have any other comments that you would like your teacher to note? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

☐     Successful use of chords and rhythm 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of chords and rhythm  
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 


