
Year 7: Unit 1 - Lesson Three



Orchestral Musicians 
Learning Objectives

• To further explore the work of professional practitioners

• To develop creative responses to live performance

• To understand the link between music and imagination



Instrumental families

The orchestra has gone through many changes, but 

the orchestral instruments we see and hear today are 

organised into the following ‘families’ :

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDRiRzip9ks&pp=QAA%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDRiRzip9ks&pp=QAA%3D














Conductor

• Without a conductor, instruments could get out of time with 

one another. A conductor stands at the front of the orchestra. 

He/She has the music (‘score’) in front of them and waves a 

baton to show the speed that they want the music to go at. 

• A conductor is in charge of how 

the orchestra plays a piece of music.



Orchestral Musicians 
Mambo from West Side Story by Leonard Bernstein

• ‘West Side Story’ set in New York is a re-imagining of Shakespeare’s famous 

tragedy ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 

• The ‘Mambo’ comes from this high-energy musical. It’s a fast-paced, 

Cuban-inspired dance that’s guaranteed to make you want to move…which 

is exactly what Leonard Bernstein (the music composer) wanted. 

• For him, music wasn’t about writing or reading notes on a page, but instead 

about how it made you feel physically. He loved rhythm, and you can hear 

that influence in ‘Mambo’-listen out for the percussion!

Listening Task

Respond to the questions in your workbook. 



Mambo from West Side Story by Leonard Bernstein
Either watch the clip below or watch this from the clip on the website



Orchestral Musicians 
Main Activity

Bernstein’s ‘Mambo’ is from a stage show called West Side Story, based on 

Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet. It is a story of gang war, love, violence, betrayal 

and tragedy. The ‘Mambo’ is a scene in the show where the rival gangs meet for the 

first time, in a gym, and have a dance-off.

Listen to the whole piece, and write a couple of short paragraph’s explaining how 

Bernstein uses musical techniques to capture the jazz and Latin-American style; and 

also to demonstrate the antagonism and hostility between the two gangs. Think about 

the following keywords:

INSTRUMENTATION RHYTHM DYNAMICS MOOD

TEMPO MELODY



Main Task

Using the lined paper in your booklet, imagine you are in the 

audience for the opening scene of West Side Story, and write a 

review for an online theatre publication. 

You should make sure your spelling and grammar is as accurate as 

possible, and describe what you have seen in the video. 

Your article should either encourage other people to go and watch 

the musical, or explain why they shouldn’t go to see it. 

Your article will need a catchy title.



Just to end today’s lesson…..
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLrj62PVxn4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLrj62PVxn4

