
Music for Stage & Screen



Learning Objectives

• I will know about the history of 
silent film

• I will understand how to use 
physical acting skills to create 
situations and characters

• I will be able to work as part of 
an ensemble



The history of silent film

• The history of film began in the 1890s when motion 
picture cameras were invented and film production 
companies started to be established.

• Because of the limits of technology, films of the 1890s 
were under a minute long and until 1927 motion 
pictures were produced without sound. These films 
were known as silent movies. 

• To enhance the viewers' experience, silent films were 
commonly accompanied by live musicians in an 
orchestra, a theatre organ, and sometimes sound 
effects and even commentary spoken by the showman 
or projectionist. 



The history of silent film

• Intertitles also known today as title cards, were always 
called "subtitles” during the silent film era. They were an 
essential part of silent films once the films became a 
sufficient length and there was a need for added detail to 
the dialogue or narration to help the audience understand 
what they were watching.

• Charlie Chaplin is considered to be one of the most pivotal 
stars of the early days of Hollywood. 

• Charlie Chaplin is recognised as an icon of the silent film 
era, often associated with his popular character, the Little 
Tramp; the man with the toothbrush moustache, bowler 
hat, bamboo cane, and a funny walk.



The history of silent film

Watch Charlie Chaplin and The Lion’s Cage and answer 
the questions in your booklet.

• What type of genre is the film? How do you know 
this?

• How does the music support the narrative?

• Name three performance skills the actors use 
successfully?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2dmV2-zxNg


• Get into pairs and label yourselves A and B

• A will start by making a movement (these should be slow 
and controlled) and B should copy as if you are looking in 
a mirror

• Once your teacher tells you to do so swap so that B is in 
control of the movement and A will copy.

• Extension – Try to create a sequence of controlled 
movements that show a story.

Mirror Mime



• What do you think is meant by the term stock 
characters?

• Where may have you seen stock characters 
before?

Watch the video on stock characters in films.

Stock characters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzxwRdsgn4Y


• Using the stock characters create a short-
improvised scene

• This scene MUST be performed completely in 
mime

• What situation could you include all the 
characters in above?

• What other techniques will be valuable within 
this improvisation?

Stock characters


