
Film & Theatre

Year 8 Drama



Learning Objectives

 I will understand the link between film and theatre

 I will be able to understand the different roles in film and theatre 

and know the skills and qualifications for these careers

 I will be able to use creative writing skills to create a short script



The history of film

 The history of film began in the 1890s, when motion picture cameras were invented and 

film production companies started to be established. Because of the limits of technology, 

films of the 1890s were under a minute long and until 1927 motion pictures were produced 

without sound.

 The first successful permanent theatre showing only films was "The Nickelodeon" in 

Pittsburgh in 1905. By 1910, actors began to receive screen credit for their roles and the 

way to the creation of film stars was opened. Regular newsreels were exhibited from 1910 

and soon became a popular way for finding out the news. 

 From about 1910, American films had the largest share of the market in Australia and in all 

European countries except France.



History of motion pictures

 History of motion pictures

 Watch the video clip and makes notes in your booklet on how pictures in motion evolved 

over the years.

 In your booklet – explain what your favourite film is and why. Consider mentioning 

elements regarding characters, plot, the film editing, style, theme, etc.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CDyjMouQyc


William 
Shakespeare
(1564 - 1616)

Shakespeare's reputation as 
dramatist and poet actor is 
unique and he is considered by 
many to be the greatest 
playwright of all time, although 
many of the facts of his life 
remain mysterious.

William Shakespeare was born on 
23rd April in Stratford-upon-Avon in 
Warwickshire and was baptised on 
26 April 1564.



William Shakespeare

 Shakespeare's poetry was published before his plays.

 Most of Shakespeare's sonnets were probably written at this time 

as well. Records of Shakespeare's plays begin to appear in 1594, 

and he produced roughly two a year until around 1611. 

 His earliest plays include 'A Midsummer Night's Dream', 'The 

Merchant of Venice' and 'Richard II' all date from the mid to late 

1590s. 

 Some of his most famous tragedies were written in the early 1600s 

including 'Hamlet', 'Othello', 'King Lear' and 'Macbeth'. His late 

plays, often known as the Romances, date from 1608 onwards 

and include 'The Tempest'.

 Shakespeare died on his 52nd birthday - on 23rd April 1616. 



Shakespearean Theatre

 What is William Shakespeare’s theatre called in London? 

 In Tudor times, audiences loved a good fight scene on stage 

and loved the sight of blood and guts. Actors used to wear 

pigs bladders full of blood around their neck and during a 

fight scene, the pigs bladder would be pierced with a sword, 

which made the blood burst everywhere. 

 They also used to stuff their clothes around the stomach area 

with sheep and pig organs and guts. When an actor was 

killed in a scene, the guts would bleed out to make it look 

like their own. 

The Globe

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9uDK3xsLYk


The Globe Theatre, 

London.



 Tragedies (examples):
 Romeo & Juliet

 Hamlet

 Macbeth

 Othello

 King Lear

 Histories (examples):
 Henry V

 Henry VIII

 Richard II

Comedies (examples):
 A Midsummer Night’s Dream

 The Tempest

 The Merchant of Venice

 Twelfth Night

 Taming of the Shrew

Shakespeare created three 
types of plays;

~ Tragedies

~ Histories

~ Comedies

Shakespearean 

Theatre



Stage positions

This type of stage is called a 
PROSCENIUM ARCH STAGE

The different stage positions are 
labelled

Practical warm up: The teacher 
will call out the stage positioning. 
Everyone will move to the area 
you think it is. The last one there 
is out. Try it without the prompts 
on the screen.



William 
Shakespeare



Characters

Cartoon summary

Rap summary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zt13FbL1xyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCsQ21ySfvA


Key moments in the play

 Macbeth & Lady Macbeth kill Duncan and blame the servants

 Macbeth is crowned as the new king

 Macbeth arranges for people to kill Banquo and his son, but the son escapes

 Banquo’s ghost haunts Macbeth

 Lady Macbeth goes crazy and kills herself

 Macbeth is killed in battle by Macduff

 Macduff is crowned king



Macbeth run down

 The play opens as three witches plan a meeting with the Scottish 

nobleman Macbeth, who at that moment is fighting in a great 

battle. When the battle is over, Macbeth and his friend Banquo 

come across the witches who offer them three predictions: that 

Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor and then King of Scotland, 
and Banquo's descendants will become kings.

 Banquo laughs at the prophecies but Macbeth is excited, 

especially as soon after their meeting with the witches, Macbeth is 

made Thane of Cawdor by King Duncan, in return for his bravery in 
the battle.



Macbeth run down

 He writes to his wife, Lady Macbeth, who is as excited as 

he is. A messenger tells Lady Macbeth that King Duncan 

is on his way to their castle and she invokes evil spirits to 

help her kill him. 

 Lady Macbeth persuades Macbeth to kill Duncan; who 

then kills him with a dagger. No-one is sure who 

committed the murder and no-one feels safe. 

 Macbeth is crowned king.



Macbeth run down

 Now that Macbeth is king he knows the second prediction from the 

witches has come true, but he starts to fear the third prediction (that 

Banquo's descendants will also be kings). Macbeth therefore 

decides to kill Banquo and his son, but the plan goes wrong -

Banquo is killed but his son escapes. 

 Macbeth then thinks he is going mad because he sees Banquo's

ghost and receives more predictions from the witches. He starts to 

become ruthless and kills the family of Macduff, an important lord. 

 Macbeth thinks he has got away with the murders but one by one 

the witches' prophecies come true, Lady Macbeth goes crazy and 

kills herself. A large army marches on Macbeth's castle and 

Macbeth is killed by Macduff.

Banquo's 

Ghost

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaIfPfZ7C5s


Writing your story

How to begin…

 Outline your story. Complete the story grid below. ...

 Briefly outline your story in three acts. ...

 Begin writing dialogue in scenes. ...

 Show your finished work to a few friends. …

 Revise your work as many times as necessary.

Story ideas

 Use one of the following sentences to begin 

your story;

 A goldfish, a magician, a twinkling knife

 A lucky hat, an eyeball, a witch

 A cup of coffee, a ring with magical powers, 

a rainy afternoon

 A bad dream, an evil pirate, a teacher

 A magic trick, an evil computer, a big fish

 A lazy boy, a dragon, under the sea



Script writing

Extension tasks

 Create an animation/comic strip 

to accompany your story

 Create a character profile –

explain the details of each 

character in the story



Macbeth 

practical task

➢ Re-write the script in 

modern day language –

consider setting it in 

Sittingbourne 

➢ You can adapt the script to 

suit your own scenario – the 

story could take place 

anywhere you choose, you 

can change the character 

names and change the 

time period

➢ Choose one type of staging 

to perform your adaptation


