
Music for Stage & Screen



Learning Objectives

• I will learn more about cues in film 
music, and their purpose

• I will learn to play an excerpt from a 
film cue

• I will be able to critique my own and 
others’ performances



The Star Wars Films 

Star Wars is a series of adventure films created by George Lucas 
and set a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away. It portrays 
battles between good and evil forces. 

Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope (1977), originally titled just 
Star Wars, was the first film in the series. 



‘Main Title/ 
Rebel Blockade Runner’

The main title music to the Star Wars films is probably one of the most 
famous cues in film music history. 

Cue: 

‘a section of music in a film. Here it refers to the whole track’

From it’s 1977 debut in Episode IV: A New Hope, it has remained the iconic 
theme to the Star Wars films. The main theme tune is also the melody 
associated with the character Luke Skywalker. 



Sound to Picture

The scene opens in silence until the words Star Wars flash onto the 
screen. This is the cue for the dramatic forte opening fanfare and the 
main theme music. 

Fanfare

A celebratory piece for brass instruments (and sometimes percussion) 
often marking the opening of an important event or ceremony. The 
music is short and loud and often features arpeggios and broken 
chords. 

In the Main title here, it serves a similar purpose, namely, to introduce 
the main melody of the Star Wars theme.



James Bond

Practical Task: In Pairs, learn to play the themes from the James Bond 
franchise.

Once you have completed this, you should move onto the challenge 
pieces available to you (ask your teacher for the sheet music).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9FzgsF2T-s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9FzgsF2T-s


Mid-Unit Assessment

• Complete the mid-unit assessment questions in your 
book, and then ask your teacher to give you a PM/PF 
comment. Write this in the teacher feedback section, 
for your teacher to sign off.

• Remember: PM= progress made, PF= progress 
further


