
Music for Stage & Screen



Learning Objectives

• I will learn more about the works of 
John Williams

• I will understand a professional work 
and practitioner through practical 
exploration

• I will be able to critique my own and 
others’ performances



Starter

What is a leitmotif? 

What is Diegetic music?

What is underscore? 



John Williams 

• John Williams – probably the most famous living composer of 
film music. 

• Born in New York and relocated to Los Angeles when he was 
16. 

• Returned to New York to study at the famous Julliard School 
of Music. 

• John Williams start his career in film studios in Los Angeles, 
working with Bernard Hermann, Alfred Newman and Franz 
Waxman, all of them legendary. 



Musical Contexts

• John Williams has worked with the likes of Stephen Spielberg, 
including Jaws (1975), which received an Oscar. 

• Further Oscars were nominated for Star Wars.

• Since then success has followed success: E.T (1982), the first 
three Harry Potter films, Jurassic Park (1993), the Star Wars 
Trilogy (1977-83), Home Alone (1990).

• In total John Williams has been awarded five Oscars, seven 
British Academy Awards, twenty-two Grammys and four 
Golden Globes.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9ujt4zeEGw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9ujt4zeEGw


Did you know?

Spielberg and Williams have a mutually respectful working 
relationship. Usually composers write their music for the finished film. 
However, in the case of E.T, Williams persuaded Spielberg to re-edit the 

section where the boys start to fly on their bikes, so that the action 
could fit his music – to wonderful effect.

Let’s take a look…



‘He’s a Pirate’

Practical Task: In Pairs, learn to play the melody, chords and/or bass of 
He’s a Pirate from Pirates of the Caribbean.



Performance 
& Feedback

Success Criteria:

• Dynamic variation

• Accuracy of rhythm in melody and chords

• Fluency in the melody

Complete self-assessment in your booklets



Teacher feedback
PM

1) You performed the melody fluently

2) You had a steady tempo throughout

3) You used the correct finger placement on the keyboard

4) You managed to play the rhythms accurately

PF

5) You need to work on performing with fluency

6) Try using the correct finger placement 

7) Make sure you have a steady tempo  throughout your performance

8) Practice playing the rhythms accurately


