
Lesson 1



Symbol Key 
When you see this symbol, it means you need 

to watch the video on the slide. 

When you see this symbol, it means you need 

to complete the practical creative task on the 

slide. 

When you see this symbol, it means you need

to complete the written task on the slide.

When you see this symbol, it means you need 

to read the information on the slide.



• I will understand the 5P’s and how they can impact an actor’s 
performance

• I will be able to use the 5P vocal skills in a practical task 
successfully 

• I will be able to analyse a suspect’s statement video, focusing on 
their vocal skills

Learning Objectives



Keywords for this lesson

Key Term Definition 

Gesture (in 
Drama)

Movement made with the arms or legs that can help support 
an actors display of emotion or thought 

Pitch Change of vocal pitch helps to convey emotion. For example, a 
high pitch might suggest excitement or agitation

Projection (in 
Drama)

Ability to be heard clearly by your audience at all times

Pronunciation A way to communicate a character by making decisions about 
the pronunciation of your words, for example using an accent.

Placement of 
Emphasis

Placing emphasis on key words allows your audience to 
appreciate the important messages your character is 
communicating

Pauses (in 
Drama vocals)

You may use a pause when performing a line to build an 
awkward tension between characters. 



Mrs Fox’s watch has been stolen! 

Watch the video and learn about the mystery of Mrs Fox stolen 
watch. Write down one key piece of information that you discover 
from each of the videos.

Starter Activity
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Take a look at the following suspect videos. Do each of 
their stories match up?

The Suspects
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Choose a character from the video to create a character profile using the box 
in your booklet. 

Suspect Profile 

Name of Character:  _______________________________

Age of character: 

Height: 

Character traits:

Favourite Activity:

SUSPECT HEAD SHOT



As an actor, it is important you consider how you can 
use your voice to perform a character effectively. 

This means you will need to use a variety of vocal skills. 
Some of these vocal skills include the 5P’s: 

Vocal Skills – The 5 P’s 

Projection

Pronunciation

Pitch

Pauses

Placing Emphasis



The 5 Ps Explained

Projection – The ability to be 
heard clearly by your audience at 

all times. 

Pronunciation – You can communicate 
your character by making decisions 

about the pronunciation of your words. 
You may speak with a specific accent.



The 5 Ps Explained
Pitch – Pitch helps to convey emotion. For 

example, a high pitch might suggest 
excitement or agitation. A lower pitch may 
help to show authority in your character or 

the fact that they are calm.

Pauses – Pauses are key in voice work. You 
may use pauses to build an awkward 

tension between characters, or to allow the 
focus to be drawn towards the visuals of the 

play more.



The 5 Ps Explained

Placing Emphasis – Placing emphasis on 
key words allows your audience to 
appreciate the important messages 

your character is communicating. It also 
helps to add variety to your voice work.



The 5 Ps Explained

Projection – Projecting your voice is key, you must be able to be heard 
clearly by your audience at all times. 

Pronunciation – You can communicate your character by making 
decisions about the pronunciation of your words. Perhaps you may 

speak with a specific accent?

Pitch – Pitch helps to convey emotion. For example, a high pitch might 
suggest excitement or agitation. A lower pitch may help to show 

authority in your character or the fact that they are calm.

Pauses – Pauses are key in voice work. You may use pauses to build an 
awkward tension between characters, or to allow the focus to be 

drawn towards the visuals of the play more.

Placing Emphasis – Placing emphasis on key words allows your 
audience to appreciate the important messages your character is 

communicating. It also helps to add variety to your voice work. 



As a solo task, you are going to create the 
following scene playing two characters:

Firstly, you are  performing as the detective 
on the phone to a friend or family member 

of a suspect. Next, choose one of the 
following characters to play, responding to 

the detectives questions:

• Suspects Old Nan

• Suspects Rude Work Colleague 

• Suspects Best Friend

• Suspects Worried Wife or Husband 

• Suspects Northern Neighbour

• Suspects Young Son or Daughter

Whilst performing, consider how you will 
speak to the character. How will you use the 

5P’s to show when you are playing the 
detective and the other character?  

Practical Task
✓Apprentice Level- Perform using at least 

two vocal skills. Project your words so 

your audience can hear you and change 

your pitch when performing as a 

character. 

✓Amateur Level- Include at least three of 

the vocal skills. Project your words so 

your audience can hear you. Change 

your pitch when performing as a 

character and perform with an accent.

✓Professional Level- Include at least 
three of the vocal skills. Project your 
words so your audience can hear you. 
Change your pitch when performing as 
a character and perform with an 
accent. Include an effective gesture to 
support your characters response. 



So your teacher can view your work, if you feel comfortable to and 
if your space is safe to, you can film yourself performing your work 
and upload this video to ClassCharts. If you do not wish to film, 
then please fill in the feedback questions featured on the next 
slide.

If you do decide to upload your performance you must:

-Make sure you are wearing appropriate clothing.

-Make sure your parent/guardian is aware

-Make sure you are filming yourself in a non-personal space- no 
bedrooms please!

-Make sure everyone in your household is aware that you are 
filming. 

Practical Task



Performance Review

Provide feedback for your work referring 
to the specific success criteria in your 

booklet

Progress made (what did you do well?): 

Progress further (what could you do to 
improve)? 



You have reached the end of 
todays Blended Learning Tasks

Well Done!


