
Year 9: Professional Theatre 
Production  



Symbol Key 
When you see this symbol, it means you need 

to watch the video on the slide. 

When you see this symbol, it means you need 

to complete the practical creative task on the 

slide. 

When you see this symbol, it means you need

to complete the written task on the slide.

When you see this symbol, it means you need 

to read the information on the slide.



Learning Objectives

•I will understand the beginning of the story 
of Blood Brothers

•I will be able to perform a scripted piece

•I will be able to analyse an extract of a scene



Blood Brothers Author- Willie Russell

Willy Russell born in 1947 in Liverpool 
into a working class family. Russell left 
school at 15 without academic 
qualifications and became a hairdresser. 
By the age of 20 he felt the need to 
return to education and, after leaving 
university, he became a teacher in his 
home city. Russell wrote ‘Blood Brothers’ 
in 1982. He has a love of popular music 
and this can be seen in many of his plays, 
but especially in Blood Brothers.



Blood Brothers

At the beginning of the story, we see the final moments of 
Mickey and Edwards lives as the Narrator begins the tale. Mrs 
Johnstone, a struggling single mother of seven, finds out that 
she is pregnant with twins. Her employer, Mrs Lyons 
persuades Mrs Johnstone to give her one of the babies. Once 
born, Mrs Lyons takes one of the twins who she names 
Edward and brings him up as her own, convincing her husband 
this is true. Mrs Johnstone goes back to work but fusses over 
Edward, leading to Mrs Lyons firing her. 



Blood Brothers Film

Helpful Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvek0bj451Y

Watch the video and answer the questions in your booklet

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvek0bj451Y


As an actor, it is important you consider how you can use your voice to perform a 
character effectively, this will be important when exploring the script for today’s 

task. 

This means you will need to use a variety of vocal skills. Some of these vocal skills 
include the 5P’s: 

Characterisation: Vocal Skills – The 5 P’s 

Projection

Pronunciation

Pitch

Pauses

Placing Emphasis



The 5 Ps Explained
Projection – Projecting your voice is key, you must be able to be heard 

clearly by your audience at all times. 

Pronunciation – You can communicate your character by making 
decisions about the pronunciation of your words. Perhaps you may 

speak with a specific accent?

Pitch – Pitch helps to convey emotion. For example, a high pitch might 
suggest excitement or agitation. A lower pitch may help to show 

authority in your character or the fact that they are calm.

Pauses – Pauses are key in voice work. You may use pauses to build an 
awkward tension between characters, or to allow the focus to be 

drawn towards the visuals of the play more.

Placing Emphasis – Placing emphasis on key words allows your 
audience to appreciate the important messages your character is 

communicating. It also helps to add variety to your voice work. 



Analysing the Extract

Read through the extract and answer the following questions in your 
booklet: 

What is happening in this extract?

How does Mrs Lyons try to convince Mrs Johnstone to give her one of the 
twins?

How could each character’s social class impact the way they behave in 
this scene? 



You have reached the end of 
todays Blended Learning Tasks

Well Done!


