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KS3 Assessment criteria in Performing Arts: MUSIC 
Please find below assessment criteria that will be used to measure attainment in reports in music: 

Listening & Appraising Performing Composing 

9 

• You can accurately identify more 

complex musical changes 

(shorter/longer note durations, changes 

in melodic shape/rhythm) and have a 

good knowledge of the musical 

elements.  

• You can use adjectives and musical 

vocabulary to describe musical features 

and the basic effects they have on the 

listener. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with secure accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces.  

• You can create a melodic line 

that has a sense of shape 

(balanced, question and 

answer). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show appropriate organisation 

and sequence within a 

recognisable structural 

framework. 

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a good 

musical awareness (bass line 

using passing notes). 

8 

• You can identify common musical 

changes (pitch, dynamics, tempo, 

texture) and accurately use musical 

vocabulary to describe them. 

• You can use appropriate adjectives and 

some musical vocabulary to describe 

the mood and atmosphere of musical 

pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with good accuracy of pitch, 

intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create an extended 

melody with a good sense of 

structure (beginning, middle and 

end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show appropriate organisation 

and sequence within a structural 

framework.  

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a musical 

awareness (bass line using root, 

3rd & 5th, rhythm using crotchets, 

quavers and semi-quavers). 

7 

• You can identify some simple musical 

changes and use musical vocabulary to 

describe them (pitch, dynamics). 

• You can use appropriate adjectives 

within a sentence to describe the mood 

and atmosphere of musical pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with reasonable accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a melody with 

an appropriate sense of structure 

(beginning, middle and end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show organisation and sequence 

within a simple structural 

framework. 

• You can compose a functional 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (appropriate chords, rhythm 

and bass line). 

6 

• You can accurately identify simple 

musical changes (loud/quiet, up/down) 

and can recognise and describe some 

simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives within a 

sentence to describe the mood of 

musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with secure 

accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

with a limited sense of structure 

(beginning and end). 

• You can compose pieces that 

show organisation and 

sequence. 

• You can compose an 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part that demonstrates a 

developing musical awareness 

(bass line using root notes, basic 

triads). 

5 

• You can identify different sound sources 

(timbre), identify simple musical 

changes and can recognise some 

simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives to describe the 

mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with good accuracy 

of pitch and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody 

using an extended range of 

notes. 

• You can compose pieces that 

show simple organisation. 

• You can compose a simple 

accompaniment for a melodic 

part (repeating simple bass line, 

additional simple melody). 

4 

• You can recognise that music has 

different layers and sounds. 

• You can identify appropriate words that 

describe the mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts (single line melody) with 

some accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

• You can create a simple melody 

using a limited range of notes. 

• You can compose pieces that 

have a sense of organisation. 

• You can compose a very simple 

accompaniment for a melodic 



interpretation & style suitable 

for very simple pieces. 

part (rhythm using mainly 

crotchets and quavers, drone). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 1: Music for Stage and Screen 
 
Date Set: __________________  Date Due: __________________  
TASK 
Image you have been asked to write an article for a children’s music magazine. The article is all about a film 
composer…someone who writes music for films.  
Your challenge is to create a colourful, information profile of a film composer, which would be interesting for children to 
read.  
 
You will need to: 

1. Choose a film that you like (15 or 18 certificate films must NOT be used). It must be a film and not a musical….so 
not Grease, Sound of Music etc. Find out who composed the music for the film you have chosen.  

2. You will need a front cover title page. This should have the composer’s name, their date of birth, when they died 
or if they are still living, a picture and the names of some of the most famous films they have written music for.  

3. Next should be about their background. Please do not print off 17 pages of Wikipedia nonsense, as this is not your 
work. You should find out where they were born and where they grew up. How did they start to write music? 
Where did they study music? What instruments did they play?  

4. Then tell us something about their most famous pieces of music. What do you think is so special about them? You 
could tell us about the film you have chosen and explain how the music helps to tell the story.  

5. Aim to make the profile your own. Collecting the best bits of information takes time and effort. Imagine your report 
for the music magazine is read by children who have never heard about your composer. Keep it interesting and 
lively.  

 
For example: 
You could research John Williams, John Barry, Howard Shore, or Henri Mancini… 
This represents a piece of homework that should take two weeks to complete [but in total no longer than 4 hours]. Cutting, 
sticking and pasting ideas to your profile, researching, colouring, designing – all ideas you could use. A few works on a sheet 
will not be accepted – this is a detailed piece of homework. The best profiles will clearly show some knowledge of music. 
Watch the film/ clips several times and make your own judgements.  
 
Success Criteria: 

✓ Grade 9 – An outstanding article in every way. You have planned and researched thoroughly, adding additional 
details to help attract the target audience. Your understanding of the music is precise and your use of subject 
specific language is successful.  

✓ Grade 7 – A terrific article that captures the imagination. Personal judgements and comments have been made 
and there is clear evidence of the relationship between the moving image and the music is understood. A 
pleasure to read.  

✓ Grade 5 – This profile is well-organised and well-researched/ Examples are accurate and the presentation is 
attractive to children. Most of the requirements have been met with imagination and some flair.  

✓ Grade 3 – A worthy effort with appropriate illustrations and comments. Musical examples are only partly 
referenced and although the article is aimed at a young audience, the profile lacks a little organisation and 
imagination.  

✓ Grade 1 – A rather brief account with only some detail and no musical examples. Comments are copied rather 
than created. There is some colour although the task has not been fully understood.  

 



These homework tasks can be either typed up on a computer or hand written. If you do it on a 
computer, make sure you PRINT it off yourself before coming to your lesson to hand it in. Do not email 
it to your teacher. Otherwise you should hand write the homework. 

 
  



Unit 1: Music for Stage & Screen              
Lesson 1            Date:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Before the invention of the soundtrack, films relied on music played live in the cinema 
itself. The performer was usually a pianist. 
The invention of the soundtrack changed the role of music in film, and in the 1930s the 
role of the film composer began to emerge.  
Some producers continue to use pre-existing music by other composers.  
 
 
Key Terms:  
Leitmotif: a melody used to represent a character, location or particular emotion 

Diegetic music: music that is heard by characters on-screen, for example, music played in a café or bar, 

music the characters hear on the radio etc.  

Non-diegetic music: music that is only heard by the audience, that highlights what is happening on-

screen, for example, the Jaws theme is not heard by the characters but helps to build suspense in the 

audience.  

Dynamics: the volume of a phrase or piece 

Articulation: the way the music is played (e.g. short and sharp or smoothly and well-connected)  

 

Task 
Watch the following clips and categorise them as examples of diegetic or non-diegetic music. Describe 
their dynamics and articulation, too. 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Film Composer Biography: John Williams 
John Williams is one of the most famous film composers who has ever lived. His film credits include: Jaws, 
Star Wars, E.T., Harry Potter 1-3, Home Alone, and Jurassic Park. John Williams is also the recipient of 
many awards, including: five Oscars; seven British Academy Awards; twenty-two Grammy Awards; and 
four Golden Globe awards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will understand music for film 

✓ I will understand a professional work and practitioner through practical exploration 

✓ I will be able to analyse key musical extracts, and understand key musical features  

 



Practical Task: Star Wars 
 
Learn the Star Wars theme on keyboard. You should learn the melody in the right hand, and chords in the 
left hand. You should also be prepared to perform at the end of the lesson.  
Focus on the following: 

 Dynamics: ensure you apply appropriate dynamics e.g. loud or quiet 

 Fluency: ensure you focus on ensuring complete fluency 

 Rhythms: work on ensuring complete accuracy in rhythm 

Success Criteria 
✓ A performance that successfully demonstrates a rhythmically accurate movie theme 

✓ A performance which demonstrates highly developed fluency of playing 

✓ A performance which makes good and appropriate use of dynamics 

 
 

Who did you work with today:  
Peer Performance Review 
 

Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  

☐     Successful use of rhythm & dynamics 

 

☐      Good use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least 
 Attempted left hand part  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & dynamics 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
    Did not attempt left hand part  

 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 1: Music for Stage & Screen              
Lesson 2            Date:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: E.T. Flying Theme 
Watch the clip, and answer the following questions: 

1. Describe how John Williams gave the impression of flying in the melody of this piece. -

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Describe the way the music changes when the bicycles become airborne, using the following key words: 

pitch; timbre, and articulation: -

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. Do you think Steven Spielberg was right to re-film this scene to fit the music? Why or why not? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Keywords for the Lesson 
 

 Pitch: how high or low the note Is, e.g. a flute is a a high-pitched instrument, and a tuba has a low pitch.  

 Timbre: the description of a sound e.g. a trumpet sounds bright and brassy, where a violin sounds thin and 

shimmery 

 Articulation: how the notes are played e.g. are they short and detached (staccato) or are they smooth and 

well-connected (legato)?  

 Dynamics: ensure you apply appropriate dynamics e.g. loud or quiet 

 Fluency: ensure you focus on ensuring complete fluency 

 Rhythms: work on ensuring complete accuracy in rhythm 

 

 

Practical Task: He’s a Pirate 

 

This piece is the main theme from the Pirates of the Caribbean franchise (sheet music is over the page). You should 

learn the melody, and then try to add in the part written in the bass clef, for left hand. If you have done that, you 

may wish to add in the chords as well. If you have done that, you can move onto one of the challenge pieces.  

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will learn more about the works of John Williams 

✓ I will understand a professional work and practitioner through practical exploration 

✓ I will be able to critique my own, and others’ performances 

 



 

 
Self-Assessment Review 
 

Answer the following questions regarding your own playing.  
 
Were you able to make a good use of dynamics? Why or why not? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Were you able to play with adequate fluency? Was your playing smooth and well-connected? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Were your rhythms accurate? What did you find the most difficult? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Teacher Feedback 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature:           Date: 



Unit 1: Music for Stage & Screen              
Lesson 3            Date:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starter Activity: Cues 
A cue is a section of music in a film. For example, in the case of the Star Wars films, a cue refers to the entire 
opening track.  
 
Listen to an extract from the opening theme from Star Wars and use the following keywords as prompts to 
describe what you hear:  
 
 

1. Rhythm: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Melody: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Timbre: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Dynamics: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Articulation: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Practical Task: James Bond Cues 
 
You should learn all the James Bond cues, with your main focus being on rhythmic accuracy. Once you have 
completed this task, you should move on to one of the challenge pieces. Then, complete the self-evaluation 
for the mid-point of the unit on the next page. It also must be signed off by your class teacher.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will learn more about cues in film music, and their purpose 

✓ I will learn to play an excerpt from a film cue 

✓ I will be able to critique my own, and others’ performances 

 



 Mid-Unit Self Assessment 
 
Musical Knowledge 
 
Describe how your musical knowledge has improved during this unit: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe how your understanding of musical terminology has improved, and mention whether you 
understand the keywords in this unit: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you feel that you are able to understand musical notation?  

 Yes 

 No 

What would help you understand musical notation better? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Define the following terms: 

 Timbre: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Dynamics: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Rhythm: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Melody: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Teacher Feedback 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Signature:           Date: 
 
 



Unit 1: Music for Stage & Screen              
Lesson 4            Date:  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Starter Activity: Orchestras and Film 

Watch and listen to the BBC Proms Orchestra play “Hedwig’s Theme” (2011). Then answer the questions below. 

 

1. How does the conductor influence the music? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. How many of the instrument families can you name? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Do you think that this is an interesting way to perform film music? Give your reasons why or why not.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Setting a Film to Music 
   

When recording a film soundtrack, the conductor often views the action on a small screen and conducts 
the orchestra accordingly. This is a time-consuming process, but so far, it still gives better sounding 
results than using digital instruments! 
You are going to learn “Hedwig’s Theme” and try to time it with the clip that will be looped on-screen. 
Aim for rhythmic accuracy, and excellent timing with the action happening on-screen at the time.   

 
 
Practical Task: Hedwig’s Theme 
Note that there are only three beats in each bar, and that there is the use of several accidentals: flats, 
sharps, and naturals. A flat lowers the note half a tone, a sharp raises the note half a tone, and a natural 
cancels out the preceding accidental.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to discuss techniques used when analysing film themes 

✓ I will be able to perform a film theme I have learnt during this term 

✓ I will be able to critique my own, and others’ performances 

 



 
 

 
 

Who did you work with today:  
 
 

Self-Assessment Review 
 

Answer the following questions regarding your own playing.  
 
Were you able to make a good use of dynamics? Why or why not? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Were you able to play with adequate fluency? Was your playing smooth and well-connected? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Were your notes accurate? Did you find the accidentals difficult? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
      Personal Performance Review 

Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  
 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & dynamics 

 

☐      Good use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least 
 Attempted left hand part  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & dynamics 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
    Did not attempt left hand part  

 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



 

Unit 1: Music for Stage & Screen              
Lesson 5            Date:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Starter Activity: The Role of the Foley Artist 

In a film, sound effects don’t just appear by themselves. Even natural sound effects, such as footsteps or the 

kettle boiling, are enhanced with artificially created sounds. There is a person who is responsible for adding the 

sound effects to films and television. That person is called a Foley Artist.  

 

Watch the clip outlining the role of a Foley Artist, then list your ideas about how the following sound effects 

would be produced: 

 

1. Horses walking along a road 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Car tyres on gravel: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A fist fight: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Practical Task: Composing Film Music 
You will compose a soundtrack for a chase scene, which will be looped on screen. You should 
incorporate chords and a melody line, and use the whole range of the keyboard.  
 
Success Criteria 

✓ A composition that successfully enhances the on-screen action 

✓ A composition which demonstrates highly developed musical ideas 

✓ A composition which makes good and appropriate use of dynamics, and range of the instrument 

Self-Assessment 
 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to discuss how sound effects are created for film 

✓ I will be able to understand the process of synchronising sound effects 

✓ I will be able to create my own film theme for a chase scene 

 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & dynamics 

 

☐      Good use of the whole keyboard 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐     I matched the on-screen action well 
 

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & dynamics 
 

☐      Ineffective use of the keyboard 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 
    Did not match on-screen action well  

 

PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 1: Music for Stage & Screen              
Lesson 6            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Comparison Activity: Originals & Cover Versions 
Compare the original and cover versions of these pieces, describing the changes in timbre, 
instrumentation, and dynamics.  

1. Piece 1: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Piece 2:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Practical Task: The Bare Necessities 

This piece is from the film ‘Jungle Book’ which was originally released in 1967 but has been re-created in 2016. You 

should try to learn the melody, and then try to add in the chords in the left hand. If you have done that, you can 

move onto one of the challenge pieces.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to compare two pieces of music using key music terminology 

✓ I will be able to play a melody and/or chords on the keyboard fluently 

✓ I will be able to assess my own performance effectively 

 



Practical Task: Chord Charts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who did you work with today: 

 
 
 

Peer Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 

 
Progress made (what did they do well?):  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  

 

  

 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & dynamics 

 

☐      Good use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least 
 Attempted left hand chords 

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & dynamics 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
    Did not attempt left hand chords 

 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 1: Music for Stage & Screen              
Lesson 7            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Starter Activity: Film Music Medley 
Listen to the film music medley and write down the names of the different films that feature and the 
song names if you know them! 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Practical Task: Final Assessment 
Practise any of the film themes that you have learnt this term, or if you want to challenge yourself even 
further then try to learn an extension piece ready to perform for your end of term assessment. 

 
Who did you work with today: 
 
 
Peer Performance Review 
 
Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today. 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to discuss how sound effects are created for film 

✓ I will be able to play my chosen film theme for assessment 

✓ I will be able to assess my own performance effectively 

 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & dynamics 

 

☐      Good use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least 
 Attempted left hand part  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & dynamics 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
    Did not attempt left hand part  

 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 2: Latin American Music              
Lesson 1            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Starter Activity: Mexico 
 
Mexico has rich indigenous history as well as being influenced by European settlement. More recently, 
Mexico has been influenced by current European culture and by the United States. The Mexican artistic 
community has several very notable artists, such as Frida Khalo (painter), Demi Lovato (Mexican-American 
singer), Selena Gomez (Mexican-American singer), Ritchie Valens (Mexican-American rock & roll singer), 
and Kid Cudi (rapper).  
 
 
Mexican Mariachi Music 
 
Mexican music uses complex rhythms similar to other Latin American cultures, with a strong influence 
from Spanish Catholic hymn singing. This combination led to the formation of Mariachi bands, which have 
a recognisable timbre and instrument type. Vocal harmonies are usually lush, and famous Mexican songs 
have been used in film, television and advertising.  
 
 
Starter Activity: Mexican Folk Instruments 
 
Describe the timbre of these three Mexican instruments, using as many adjectives as you can. Remember, 
timbre is the way you should describe the type of sound, e.g. a trumpet is brassy or bright. 
 
1. Vihuela: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Guitarron: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Turtle Shell Drums: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Mariachi Music 
 
Listen to this popular Mariachi Christmas song. It is called Feliz Navidad (Merry Christmas) and contains 
several traditional Mariachi musical devices. Name the instruments you can hear: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will know the origins and influences of Mexican Mariachi music 

✓ I will be able to play a piece of Mexican music  

✓ I will be able to assess my own performance effectively 

 



Practical Task: Tequila 
 
Learn to play the main melody for “Tequila”. You should then attempt to learn the chords with your left 
hand, and put both parts together (with a focus on timing and fluency).  
 

 
 

Success Criteria 
✓ The melody should remain bouncy and well-articulated 

✓ The chord changes should be fluent 

✓ The rhythms should be accurate and the areas of rest should be counted correctly   

 
 
Who did you work with today: 
 
 
Peer Performance Review 
Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 2: Latin American Music              
Lesson 2            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The American Influence 
After the Great Depression, and WWII, many South Americans moved to the United States to pursue a 
different lifestyle, attracted by the promise of “The American Dream”. At the time, America was building lots 
of new infrastructure and needed to replace the young workforce who had been lost, or injured in combat. 
Hollywood and the music industry were fascinated by the new Latin influences in California, and many South 
American influences were seen in popular music and the media, and are still celebrated today (e.g. Dia de 
los Muertos or Day of the Dead, Carnival, Mardi Gras, and Cinco de Mayo). The American influence on 
Mexican culture, then travelled across the border to Mexico where it was celebrated and renewed. 
 
 
Starter Activity: Musical Definitions 
Copy the following definitions from the board.  
 
Syncopation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Harmony: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Syllabic: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Melismatic: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mexican-American Popular Music: La Bamba 
 
Ritchie Valens was a Mexican-American musician, born Richard Valenzuela. He had many hits in his short 
career, however was tragically killed in a plane crash at the age of 17. The day became known as “The Day 
the Music Died” due to so many popular musicians being on board. Valens was a frontrunner of the “Chicano 
rock” movement, inspired by 1950s rock n’ roll.  
 
Rhythm: La Bamba uses syncopated rhythms in the accompaniment and the melody 
Articulation: the articulation follows speech patterns which affects the melody and makes it syncopated. 
Language: The song is sung in Spanish, and is actually a modernised version of a traditional Mexican wedding 
song. 
 

 
 
 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will know about the conventions of contemporary Mexican music 

✓ I will be able to play syncopated rhythms accurately 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



Practical Task: La Bamba 
 
Practice La Bamba’s melody line, making sure to aim for rhythmic accuracy (especially in the syncopated 
sections). For a further challenge, play the chords and the melody together.  

 

 
 

Success Criteria 
✓ The melody should remain bouncy and well-articulated 

✓ The chord changes should be fluent 

✓ The rhythms should be accurate and the areas of rest should be counted correctly  

Peer Performance Review 
Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & articulation 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & articulation 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 2: Latin American Music              
Lesson 3            Date:  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Successfully Performing in an Ensemble 
 
Ensemble work is a difficult but essential skill in music (and other performing arts disciplines). Ensemble 
performance develops your aural skills, technical facility, pitch, and timing. You should aim for a well-timed, 
cohesive performance. These skills will help you in the remainder of the unit, and ensemble work is an 
assessment item in GCSE Music. You should aim to develop: 
 

✓ Your timing, so the melody and accompaniment sounds like one person playing 

✓ Rhythmic accuracy 

✓ Accuracy of pitch for melody and chords 

✓ Accuracy of articulation 

 
Listening Task 
Write what you notice about the following musical elements in the piece. 
 
Instrumentation – ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tempo – ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dynamics – ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pitch – _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Practical Task: La Cucaracha 
 
You should prepare a performance of ‘La Cucaracha’ for your mid-unit assessment. This piece is a popular 
Mexican folk song about a cockroach. You should focus your rehearsal based on your PM/PF comments and 
peer assessment comments from the past two lessons, and aim to improve your weaker areas. Your 
performance should show that your group has worked together to produce a high-quality piece of work. Ask 
another group to assess your performance, before you perform for your teacher. They should fill in the self-
assessment comments below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to implement conventions of Mexican music 

✓ I will be able to play syncopated rhythms accurately 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Peer Performance Review 
Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 



 
Mid-Unit Self-Assessment  
 
Answer the following questions in as much detail as you are able to.  
 
1) Do you think your musical knowledge has improved during this unit? Give an example of something you 

didn’t know at the beginning of the unit. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Do you understand the influence of the United States on contemporary Mexican music? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3) Do you feel that you are able to remember from lesson to lesson what you have been learning? If not, 

why not? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Self-Assessment 
 
Tick the boxes below that relate to your performances this term. Use the lines below to write down any areas 
you will aim to improve on.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & articulation 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & articulation 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 2: Latin American Music              
Lesson 4            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Background: Cuban Salsa Music 
 
Cuban music has many difference influences, ranging from African drumming, Spanish flamenco, Caribbean 
polyrhythmic layers, and American jazz. Cuba’s history has influenced many patriotic songs with memorable 
storylines, but the most famous style of Cuban music is Salsa. Cuban people have a rich culture of live music 
and dance and the casa de la musica areas in each city are an important social gathering place. Perhaps the 
most famous Cuban musical group is the Buena Vista Social Club, who have enjoyed worldwide commercial 
success as soloists and as an ensemble. The group have also been featured in films, and even had a full-length 
documentary made about them! 
 
Many American jazz musicians were fascinated by the high-energy music of Cuba. Dizzy Gillespie, in 
particular, worked with many famous Cuban musicians and developed a style, which later became known as 
Afro-Cuban jazz. It was hugely popular in dancehalls across America in the mid-20thcentury and gave rise to 
some very catchy tunes! 
 
 
Starter Activity 
 
Listen to these different Cuban songs, and then list whether they are major/minor, fast or slow, and forte or 
piano.  
 

1. Guantanamera: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Hasta Siempre Comandante: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Chan Chan: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Manteca: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
The Son Clave Rhythm 
Cuban music is based on a pattern called Son Clave. It is grouped either with two crotchets first, or three. The 
rhythm you will learn today is the 2-3 Son Clave, shown below.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to implement conventions of Cuban music 

✓ I will be able to play syncopated rhythms accurately 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



Practical Task: El Manisero (The Peanut Vendor) 
This piece is a fun, up-tempo tune that is supposed to sound vibrant and fun. The Son Clave rhythm shown 
below should feature in your bassline accompaniment, with one person clapping or playing chords to the 
rhythm shown. The melody should be well articulated, with many staccato notes.  
 

 
 
Success Criteria 

✓ The melody should remain fluent and well-articulated, even with staccato notes 

✓ The chord changes should be fluent, using notes of the chord to play a Son Clave rythm 

✓ The rhythms should be accurate and the areas of rest should be counted correctly  

Peer Performance Review 
Provide feedback for your partner (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & articulation 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & articulation 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 2: Latin American Music              
Lesson 5            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Afro-Cuban Music 
 
The Jazz scene gave rise to the Afro-Cuban music that became a huge hit in mainland USA. Many songs 
were written with a Cuban influence but with English lyrics. The rhythms were hugely influenced by Cuba, 
with son clave rhythms and syncopated basslines.  
 
Starter Activity: Son Clave Rhythms 
 
Remembering the 2-3 son clave rhythm from last week, write it out on the staff below, making sure to put 
beats and rests in the correct place.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: Listening Skills 
 
Watch the following clip and use the three prompts below, to describe the music you hear: 
 

• Rhythm: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Timbre: 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Texture: 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to implement conventions of Afro-Cuban or Brazilian music 

✓ I will be able to play syncopated rhythms accurately 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



Practical Task: One Note Samba 
 

Practise the melody line, and if you are able to add the harmony parts in the left hand, do so. You may wish 
to challenge yourself by adding in the chords, as well! 

 

 
 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & articulation 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & articulation 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 2: Latin American Music              
Lesson 6            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starter Activity: Brazilian Samba music 
 
Watch the clip, and describe the music you hear in the most sophisticated musical terminology you are 
able to.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Brazilian Music 
 
Brazil has developed a famous carnival culture and the musical items included in carnival have become 
famous around the world for their high-energy, rhythmic sounds. The 2014 World Cup song (Ole Ola) used 
traditional rhythms with modern editing technology to create a modern version using traditional rhythms.  
 
Samba music is made for dancing, and is normally up-tempo with complex rhythmic patterns. This can 
make it quite difficult to play, so you will need to pay close attention to the tempo in the practical work to 
ensure all the parts in the ensemble work well together.  
 
Playing a Samba piece is more difficult than some people first realise. Your practical task is to participate in 
a whole-class samba ensemble. The instruments you are using are authentic samba instruments and need 
to be treated with the utmost care and respect. Failure to follow your teacher’s instructions about how to 
treat the instruments will result in your exclusion from the ensemble.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to implement conventions of Brazilian music 

✓ I will be able to play syncopated rhythms accurately 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



Practical Task: Samba Ensemble 
 
Use the grid below to guide your part. Your teacher will assign your part based on the instrument you are 
given, and you should aim to stay in time with the rest of the ensemble.  
 
You will clap your parts first, and then play them on your given instrument.  
 

 
 
 

 
Peer Performance Review 
Provide feedback for your whole class (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & articulation 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & articulation 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 



Unit 2: Latin American Music              
Lesson 7            Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Starter Activity: Personal Progress Review 
 

Answer the following questions about your progress this term so far. 
 
1. The thing I have enjoyed doing so far is: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The thing I am not enjoying so much is:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. One thing I have learnt so far is:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Two skills I have developed so far are:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. One thing I need to work on next lesson is:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Listening Task 
Write three musical features that you notice in the song. Make sure you use key musical terminology such 
as tempo, pitch, articulation etc. 
 
1) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to perform a piece of modern Latin American music 

✓ I will be able to perform with rhythmic accuracy 

✓ I will be able to assess my own, and others’ performance effectively 

 



 
 
Practical Task: Havana 
You need to rehearse the song ‘Havana’ ready for your final performance this week. You should focus on 
the questions above, most specifically your areas for improvement. Complete the tick boxes below and 
have them signed by your teacher. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Peer Performance Review 
Provide feedback for your whole class (peer feedback) referring to the success criteria above. 
 
Progress made (what did you all do well?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could you all do to improve)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

☐     Successful use of rhythm & articulation 

 

☐      Good use of left and right hand 
 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Adequate fluency in right hand at least  

☐     Unsuccessful use of rhythm & articulation 
 

☐      Ineffective use of group/ensemble skills 
 

☐     I did not work to the best of my ability 
 

☐       Inadequate fluency in right hand at least 
  

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 


