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KS3 Assessment criteria in Performing Arts: MUSIC 
Please find below assessment criteria that will be used to measure attainment in reports in music: 

 
Listening & Appraising Performing Composing 

9 

• You can accurately identify more 

complex musical changes 

(shorter/longer note durations, 

changes in melodic shape/rhythm) 

and have a good knowledge of the 

musical elements.  

• You can use adjectives and musical 

vocabulary to describe musical 

features and the basic effects they 

have on the listener. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with secure accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces.  

• You can create a melodic line that has 

a sense of shape (balanced, question 

and answer). 

• You can compose pieces that show 

appropriate organisation and 

sequence within a recognisable 

structural framework. 

• You can compose an accompaniment 

for a melodic part that demonstrates a 

good musical awareness (bass line 

using passing notes). 

8 

• You can identify common musical 

changes (pitch, dynamics, tempo, 

texture) and accurately use musical 

vocabulary to describe them. 

• You can use appropriate adjectives 

and some musical vocabulary to 

describe the mood and atmosphere 

of musical pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with good accuracy of pitch, 

intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create an extended melody 

with a good sense of structure 

(beginning, middle and end). 

• You can compose pieces that show 

appropriate organisation and 

sequence within a structural framework.  

• You can compose an accompaniment 

for a melodic part that demonstrates a 

musical awareness (bass line using root, 

3rd & 5th, rhythm using crotchets, 

quavers and semi-quavers). 

7 

• You can identify some simple 

musical changes and use musical 

vocabulary to describe them (pitch, 

dynamics). 

• You can use appropriate adjectives 

within a sentence to describe the 

mood and atmosphere of musical 

pieces. 

• You can perform simple 

pieces (approx. grade 1/two 

parts/use of basic chords) 

with reasonable accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

interpretation and idiomatic 

style suitable for simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a melody with an 

appropriate sense of structure 

(beginning, middle and end). 

• You can compose pieces that show 

organisation and sequence within a 

simple structural framework. 

• You can compose a functional 

accompaniment for a melodic part 

(appropriate chords, rhythm and bass 

line). 

6 

• You can accurately identify simple 

musical changes (loud/quiet, 

up/down) and can recognise and 

describe some simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives within a 

sentence to describe the mood of 

musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with secure 

accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody with a 

limited sense of structure (beginning 

and end). 

• You can compose pieces that show 

organisation and sequence. 

• You can compose an accompaniment 

for a melodic part that demonstrates a 

developing musical awareness (bass 

line using root notes, basic triads). 

5 

• You can identify different sound 

sources (timbre), identify simple 

musical changes and can recognise 

some simple musical terms. 

• You can use adjectives to describe 

the mood of musical pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts/pieces (single line 

melody) with good accuracy 

of pitch and rhythm. 

• You can perform with an 

appropriate sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for very simple 

pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody using 

an extended range of notes. 

• You can compose pieces that show 

simple organisation. 

• You can compose a simple 

accompaniment for a melodic part 

(repeating simple bass line, additional 

simple melody). 

4 

• You can recognise that music has 

different layers and sounds. 

• You can identify appropriate words 

that describe the mood of musical 

pieces. 

• You can perform very simple 

parts (single line melody) with 

some accuracy of pitch and 

rhythm. 

• You can perform with a 

developing sense of artistic 

interpretation & style suitable 

for very simple pieces. 

• You can create a simple melody using 

a limited range of notes. 

• You can compose pieces that have a 

sense of organisation. 

• You can compose a very simple 

accompaniment for a melodic part 

(rhythm using mainly crotchets and 

quavers, drone). 
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KS3 Assessment criteria in Performing Arts: Drama & 
Dance 

Please find below assessment criteria that will be used to measure attainment in reports in Drama & Dance: 
 

Appreciation Performing Devising 

9 

• You can accurately identify a range of 

devising skills used to create successful 

performances.  

• You can use adjectives and suitable 

vocabulary to describe performance 

elements and strategies with detail and 

analysis. 

• You can perform 

complex pieces with 

secure use of a range of 

performing skills. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense of 

artistic interpretation and 

style suitable for the 

genre.  

• You can devise creative and 

challenging performance pieces 

and wok well as an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 

appropriate organisation and 

structure using the correct 

intention. 

• You can devise performance work 

using a wide range of 

performance skills that are suitable 

to the theme. 

8 

• You can clearly identify a range of 

devising skills used to create successful 

performances.  

• You can use adjectives and suitable 

vocabulary to describe performance 

elements and strategies with detail and 

some analysis. 

• You can perform 

challenging pieces with 

secure use of a range of 

performing skills. 

• You can perform with a 

creative sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for the genre. 

• You can devise challenging 

performance pieces and wok well 

as an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 

organisation and structure using 

the correct intention. 

• You can devise performance work 

using a range of performance skills 

that are suitable to the theme. 

7 

• You can identify a range of devising skills 

used to create successful performances.  

• You can use adjectives and suitable 

vocabulary to describe performance 

elements and strategies with detail. 

• You can perform creative 

pieces with a range of 

performing skills. 

• You can perform with a 

sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for the genre.  

• You can devise creative 

performance pieces and wok well 

as an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 

organisation and structure using a 

basic intention. 

• You can devise performance work 

using a range of performance skills 

that are suitable to the theme. 

6 

• You can identify a small range of devising 

skills used to create successful 

performances.  

• You can use some adjectives and suitable 

vocabulary to describe performance 

elements and strategies with some detail. 

• You can perform 

interesting pieces with a 

range of performing skills. 

• You can perform with a 

sense of artistic 

interpretation and style 

suitable for the genre. 

• You can devise interesting 

performance pieces and wok as 

an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 

appropriate organisation and 

structure. 

• You can devise performance work 

using some performance skills that 

are suitable to the theme. 

5 

• You can identify a range of devising skills 

used to create successful performances.  

• You can use suitable vocabulary to 

describe performance elements and 

strategies with little detail. 

• You can perform basic 

pieces with some use of 

basic performing skills. 

• You can perform with an 

imaginative sense and 

style suitable for the 

genre.  

• You can devise basic 

performance pieces and wok well 

as an ensemble.  

• You can devise pieces that show 

some organisation but lack clear 

structure. 

• You can devise performance work 

using some performance skills. 

4 

• You can accurately identify a range of 

devising skills used to create successful 

performances.  

• You can use some suitable vocabulary to 

describe performance elements and 

strategies. 

• You can perform very 

basic pieces with an 

attempt to use some 

basic performing skills. 

• You can perform with 

sense of imagination and 

style suitable for the 

genre.  

• You can devise very basic 

performance pieces. 

• You can devise pieces that show 

basic organisation but lack 

structure. 

• You can devise performance work 

using few performance skills. 
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Unit 1: Keyboard Skills & Musical Knowledge              
Lesson 1            Date:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Starter Activity: Musical Alphabet 
The musical alphabet only has 8 letters: A, B, C, D, E, F and G. However, we have twelve notes in an 
octave, so we use the terms “sharp” and “flat” to describe the semitones (half a tone) between whole 
tones. These sharps and flats are the black keys on keyboards or pianos.  
 

 
 
Musical Notation: A Different Language! 
We write musical notation on a system of lines and spaces, called the staff. When piano music is written, 
we join two together, to form the Grand Staff. The top lines are for the right hand (treble clef), and the 
bottom lines are for the left hand (bass clef). They are always joined together by a curved bracket. The 
diagram below shows the Grand Staff, and the notes as they are written on it. HINT: The higher up the 
notes are written, the higher pitch they are.  
 

 
 
Remembering The Notes 
There are several ways to remember notes and spaces in the treble clef. We always go from the bottom 
line upwards. See if you can write your own mnemonic! 
 
Treble Lines: E_______ G________ B_________ D________ F___________ 
Treble Spaces: F_________ A _________ C __________ E _____________ 
 
Bass Lines: G _________ B__________ D _________ F __________ A ____________ 
Bass Spaces: A __________ C __________ E _________ G ______________ 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will know about the Grand Staff 

✓ I will understand how musical notation is read 

✓ I will be able to use this knowledge to play a simple piece on the keyboard 
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Practical Task: Ode to Joy 
The following piece is a well-known beginner’s piano piece, but it actually comes from a very grand piece of 
musical writing by a famous composer called Beethoven. Listen to the original, and then try playing the 
main melody. The letter names have been written below each note to help you.   

 Extension: the notes in the boxes are the chords that accompany each phrase. If you are able to play the 

melody fluently, try adding the chords with your left hand! 

 
Practical Review 
Evaluate your partner’s work using the PM/PF guide below, then tick the boxes that apply to your own 
practical task today.  
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  
 

☐  Successful understanding of musical 

knowledge 
 

☐  Could play the melody fluently with my right        

hand 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐

☐     Make better use of musical knowledge 
 

☐      I need to improve my fluency in the right hand  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Unit 1: Keyboard Skills & Musical Knowledge              
Lesson 2            Date:  

 
Starter Activity: Rhythm 

 
Rhythm is the musical word for notes of different lengths. Rhythmic patterns give variety to a melody or to 
a percussive pattern. Different rhythms are written by changing the way the notes are written, as shown 
below. Rests are also an important part of rhythm, as they maintain the structure of a piece. Rhythms are 
organised into bars of different lengths (which is why you often hear musicians count aloud before starting 
a piece, to give the entire ensemble the correct tempo and length of bar).  
 

 
 
 

 Your teacher will clap some one-bar rhythmic patterns for you, listen and then clap them back. See 

if you can figure out the rhythmic structure of each pattern! 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will know about rhythmic notation 

✓ I will recognise simple musical terminology 

✓ I will be able to use this knowledge to play a simple piece on the keyboard 
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Practical Task: Bad Romance 
 
Play this melody with your right hand. The music written in the treble clef must be played with your right 
hand.  

 Extension: add the chords with your left hand. They are to be played at the start of each bar where you can 

see F, G & Am except for the last line, where you play each chord for 2 bars. Use the chord chart on the wall 

so you know which notes are played in each chord (fill in the blanks below).  

➢ F major __________________ 

➢ G major __________________ 

➢ A minor __________________ 

 
 
 
Practical Review: Self-Assessment 
 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today 
 
 

☐  Successful understanding of musical 

knowledge 
 

☐  Could play the melody fluently with my right        

hand 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐

☐     Make better use of musical knowledge 
 

☐      I need to improve my fluency in the right hand  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Unit 1: Keyboard Skills & Musical Knowledge              
Lesson 3            Date:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starter Activity: Accidentals 
Sometimes, pieces need to use the black notes to make them sound right. If this is the case, you will see 
symbols before the notes, to tell you to alter it. The two main types of accidental are sharps and flats. A 
sharp raises the note by a semitone (half-step) and a flat lowers the note by a semitone.  
If you are playing a piece where you need to play the note this way every time it occurs, it becomes part of 
the key signature and is written at the beginning of each line, instead of in front of writing it every time 
that note occurs.  
 

 
 
 

Practical Task: All of Me or The William Tell Overture 
This piece uses four flats in the key signature. You will need to remember to play B flat, E flat, A flat and D 
flat in the right hand and left hand! 

 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to develop my coordination between my left and right hands 

✓ I will be able to add a left hand part to a piece 

✓ I will be able to understand how accidentals are used  
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Unit 1: Keyboard Skills & Musical Knowledge              
Lesson 4            Date:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Starter Activity: Chords 
A chord is a group of two or more notes, played at the same time. Each chord has a name, normally the 
same letter as the “root note” or tonic note of the chord. Chords are built in particular ways, with a tonic, a 
major or minor third, and a fifth. This is sometimes referred to as “chord spelling”. 
 
Major and Minor 
Major and minor chords sound slightly different. Minor chords usually sound weaker, and are sometimes 
described as sad. Major chords have a strong sound. Changing the third degree of the chord will change the 
quality from major to minor. In the diagram below, C is the tonic or root note, and G is the fifth degree. 
Only the third degree of the chord is changed to turn a major chord into a minor chord.  
 

 
 

 Remembering that major chords sound stronger and minor chords sound weaker, guess whether these 

chords are major or minor and write your answer.  

1. ______________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________ 

 
 Extension: listen to “Rondo Alla Turka” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Raise your hand if you think the music 

sounds major, and lower it if you hear it change.  

Practical Task: Happy Birthday 
Remember, the key signature contains an altered note, so you need to play it that way every time. The left 
hand often plays two notes simultaneously, too. Good luck! 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will be able to perform a piece using both hands 

✓ I will be able to play rhythmically accurately 

✓ I will be able to play using a key signature  
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End of Term Review 
 
This piece challenged me because 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Self Assessment 
 
Progress made: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Progress further: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ask your teacher to tick and sign the boxes which apply to your progress this term. 
 
 

 

☐ Successful understanding of musical convention 

☐ Improved fluency in both hands 

☐ Adequate understanding of musical notation 
 

☐ Adequate rhythmic understanding and 

interpretation 

☐ Inadequate understanding of musical convention 

☐  Inadequate fluency in the right hand/lack of 

coordination 

☐ Inadequate understanding of musical notation 
 

☐   Inadequate rhythmic understanding or 

interpretation 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Unit 2: Programme Music  
Lesson 1      Date:       

 
Programme Music 
Programme music is used to enhance an artistic experience. For example, there are pieces of 
programme music that have been inspired by famous artworks, or pieces that are used in film, ballet, 
or other theatrical productions. Narrative programme music paints a picture, while descriptive 
programme music tells a story and is associated with particular characters. However, there are some 
types of programme music that are performed on their own, and are easily recognised by concert-
goers. For example, Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture features live cannons onstage! 
 
Musical Motifs 
A theme (or motif) is a particular melody that always accompanies a particular character in a movie 
or stage play. There are some very famous examples in films that you might know.  
 
Starter Activity 
 
Describe the mood of the following pieces of music.  
 
Jupiter (from The Planets, by Gustav Holst): Descriptive programme music. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Swan Lake (from the Swan Lake Ballet, by Tchaikovsky): Narrative programme music. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will understand the purpose of programme music 

✓ I will know the difference between narrative and descriptive programme music 

✓ I will know the definition and purpose of a theme in musical terms 

✓ I will be able to play a piece of programme music 
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Practical Task 
 
You should learn the following piece of programme music, which uses a simple melodic idea. By the 
end of the lesson, you should be able to play the melody and attempt the chords in your left hand. 
You should write the note names below the note heads in the piece.  
 
Extension 

 Ask for the longer version of the Swan Lake theme 

 Play with both hands if possible 

 Write note names below each note head on the longer version (in pencil!) 

 
Success Criteria 

✓ A performance that shows fluency in the right hand  

✓ Attempt at playing a bass line using the bass notes of the chords 

 

 
 
 
Practical Review 
 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  

 

☐  Successful understanding of musical 

knowledge 
 

☐  Could play the melody fluently with my right        

hand 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐

☐     Make better use of musical knowledge 
 

☐      I need to improve my fluency in the right hand  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Unit 6: Programme Music  
Lesson 2         Date:     

 
 
Leitmotifs 
 
In film, a leitmotif is the word for a piece of music that always accompanies a particular character, 
place, or emotion. Some examples will be played, see if you are able to name the 
character/place/emotion that matches the music. If you can’t give a specific name, try to name the 
franchise! 
 
1. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Programme Music in Animation 
 
Animation makes use of programme music in all different ways. One of the most famous films that 
uses programme music is Disney’s Fantasia. The animators used pre-existing pieces of music and 
animated short clips to the most famous sections of the pieces. Some of the ideas were quite silly, as 
they were meant to entertain small children. Name three ways the animators have made the on-
screen picture match the existing piece of music.  
 
1. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
3. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will understand the use of motifs in programme music 

✓ I will learn about leitmotifs 

✓ I will be able to compose to a short animated film 
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Practical Task 
 
Compose your own piece of programme music to the clip that will be shown on a loop. You should 
make use of the different instrument types on the keyboards to match the characters. You should 
then refine your work to make sure that it suits the action on screen!  
 
 
Success Criteria 
 

✓ A composition which matches the action on-screen 

✓ A composition that is able to vary dynamics, articulation, and pitch 

✓ A composition which shows highly developed musical ideas 

 
 
Practical Review 
 
Evaluate your partner’s work using the PM/PF guide below, then tick the boxes that apply to your own 
practical task today.  
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  
 

☐  Successful understanding of musical 

knowledge 
 

☐  Could play the melody fluently with my right        

hand 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐

☐     Make better use of musical knowledge 
 

☐      I need to improve my fluency in the right hand  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Unit 6: Programme Music  
Lesson 3         Date:     

 
 
Starter Activity 
 
Match the following elements of music, to their definitions. 
 

Dynamics  Describes the layering of music, such as melody and accompaniment, 
or polyphony (many equally important melodies playing at once) 

Pitch The type of sound that is being made, such as brassy, bright, husky 

Timbre The volume or loudness of a piece of music 

Texture Whether a note is high or low 

 
 
Practical Task: Inspiration 
 
Use the paintings below as inspiration for your practical task (they will be shown on screen in colour, 
too).  
 
 

 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will understand the elements of music 

✓ I will learn about the manipulation of those elements, to make an effective musical idea 

✓ I will be able to refine my compositional techniques 
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Practical Task 
 
Choose a painting from the previous page. Choose one of the motions below, which represents the 
painting. You then need to compose your own piece of programme music to communicate your 
ideas. 
 

Fear   Love   War  Mystery 
 

 
Success Criteria 
 

✓ A composition which successfully manipulates the elements of music to convey an emotion 

✓ A composition which makes musical sense 

✓ A composition which displays highly developed musical ideas 

Practical Review 
Evaluate your partner’s work using the PM/PF guide below, then tick the boxes that apply to your own 
practical task today.  
Progress made (what did they do well?): 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Progress further (what could they do to improve)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Performance Review 
Tick the PM/PF boxes that apply to your own rehearsal and performance today.  
 

☐  Successful understanding of musical 

knowledge 
 

☐  Could play the melody fluently with my right        

hand 

☐     I worked to the best of my ability 
 

☐

☐     Make better use of musical knowledge 
 

☐      I need to improve my fluency in the right hand  
 

☐     I could have been more focused 
 

☐      I did not attempt the extension task 

PROGRESS FURTHER & TASK PROGRESS MADE 
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Unit 6: Programme Music  

Lesson 4       Date:    

 
 
The Function of Chords 
 
A chord is the musical term for more than two notes played together. When we are referring to 
major or minor chords, we are talking about the way they are constructed. In your Keyboard Skills 
unit this year, you learned the difference between major and minor chords. Can you remember what 
it was? 
 

 
 
 
Tonality 
 
Tonality is the quality of a chord. Major chords and minor chords are associated with particular 
emotions for most people, even if they have no musical knowledge. Knowing how to use chords can 
be very helpful when you are trying to tell a story. 
 
Identification: Chords 
 
Each chord will play three times, identify whether they are major or minor.   
 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Learning Objectives 
✓ I will understand the function of major and minor chords 

✓ I will experiment with different tonalities and their effect on my story 

✓ I will be able to form basic major or minor chords 
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Practical Task 
Review any of the practical tasks, whether you are refining an existing piece of programme music, or 
your own composition. The success criteria for learning an existing piece, and for your own 
compositions, are below.  
 
Success Criteria: Composition 
 

✓ A composition which successfully manipulates the elements of music to convey an emotion 

✓ A composition which makes musical sense 

✓ A composition which displays highly developed musical ideas 

Success Criteria: Existing Piece 
✓ A performance that shows fluency in the right hand  

✓ Attempt at playing a bass line using the bass notes of the chords 

End of Year Evaluation 
 
Complete the following sentences, include as much information about the year as possible.  
 
 
The thing I have found most interesting this year is: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The thing I have found least interesting/enjoyable this year is: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
One of the major learning points this year was: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Two skills I have developed this year are: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The unit I felt I improved the most was: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I will still need to work on these skills next year: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 


